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LECTURE I.* 
ON SPINAL HEMIPLEGIA. 
(Concluded from p. 757.) 

Characteristic symptoms of spinal hemiplegia.—Cases of wound 
and other kinds of lesion of the spinal cord having produced 
in the limbs, the face, and the eye the paralytic, anesthetic, 
hyperesthetic, and the principal vaso-moter symptoms of 
spinal hemiplegia. —Cases of incomplete spinal hemiplegia, — 
Comparison of spinal with cerebral hemiplegia.— Treatment 
of spinal hemiplegia. 

Iy the two or three following cases a few of the symptoms 
of spinal hemiplegia have been observed, with some complica- 
tion, however, due to the existence of disease in both sides of 
the spinal canal, instead of in one only, as in genuine cases of 
spinal hemiplegia. The first of these cases has been published 
by Dr. Russell, of Birmingham.t I only give a short summary 
of that case. 

Case 8. Complete paralysis of the right limbs; anesthesia 
of the left lower limb and dulness of feeling in both upper ex- 
tremities ; rapid recovery.—A scrofulous girl, twelve 
old, was panes See pile Se name. Almost suddenly 
the pain increased, and left arm and leg ‘‘ went to sleep.” 
Dr. found her lying on her back, with a complete - 
lysis of the right limbs, in which sensibility seemed li if 
at all, affected. On the other hand, the left lower extremity 
was moved as freely as her awkward position and her fear of 

of posture permitted, and so was the forearm ; but the 

der muscles seemed feeble. Sensibility was almost abo- 
lished in the left lower limb, but in the w one was little 
ibility in the arm was dull, 

and Dr. Russell thought it was so in the right arm. Sh 
or recovered sensibility, and a few months later motion 


Although Dr. Russell discovered evident bony deposit in the 
ion of the laminz of the second and third ical vertebre, 
ially from the ‘‘ dul- 

was lower 


of the cord, or at least roots of nerves on 
injured, but a great deal more on one than 

side. In the case I am about to summarise (pub- 
lished by Dr. Fraser, of the London Hospital) some of the vas- 
cular cephalic symptoms of spinal hemiplegia were observed. t 
Case 9. Paralysis of the right limbs and of the left upper 
limb : constriction of the pupil and elevation of temperature in 
the head on the right side ; diminution of sensibility in the left 
foot.—H. B——, aged six, had his neck trodden on by his 


pn leh Ree poor a He had been to school since the 
accident, but gradually got worse. His right u and 
lower extremities were both weakened ; the left arm His 


left pupil was much larger than the right, but the latter acted 


* The reader's attention is called to two errors jn the part 
of this Lecture (Tax Lancet, Dec. 12th, p. 756). In Case 5 
case, instead of “right” 





last published 
first column of 


that page), near the end of the “ left,” in that 
part of the sentence relating to the action of nux vomica, “ pains, 
with a most disagreeable sensation of the and 
side.” In Case 6 (second column of same page), in the s'xth in 
the sentence, “In this case there was a wound of the anterior of the 
spinal cord, but chiefly of its i¢ft half,” instead of “ left” read “ , 

+ See Medical Times and Gucette, Jan. 10th, 1863. 

7 Clinical Lectures and of the Medica! and Surgical Staff of the 
London vol. ii, p. 363, 





to a limited extent. Twelve days after admission he had 
much improved, and could use his left hand well, and his right 
hand considerably. He walked with a limp, dragging his right 
foot a little. He was quite positive as to the relative diminu- 
tion of sensation in the right arm. His right ear was decidedly 
hotter than the left. Inthe shade the left pupil was twice the 
size of the right. A few days later the temperature of the 
left ear was found to be 82°, that of the right 54°. Sensation 
in the left foot was very much less than in the right, both as 
regards pricking and tickling.* A year later he was still 
partially paralysed as regards motion in the right limbs, but 
there was no cqueediitle less of sensation, and the pupils were 
almost equally active. 


Obscure though this case is, owing to our ignorance of the 
kind, seat, and extent of the lesion in the spinal cord and its 
nerves, it is clear from the symptoms that there was some 
injury on the two sides, but much more on the right side. 
There was an evident paralysis of the vaso-motor nerve of the 
eye and ear on the side chiefly injured in the cord, the side 
where the ysis of movement in limbs always exists in 
spinal hemiplegia. It is much to be regretted that the con- 
dition of the various kinds of sensibility was not thoroughly 
investigated in all parts of the body, head, trunk, and lim! 

In a case I had the opportunity of seeing, there was also, 
as in the two preceding, an injury in both sides of the spinal 
canal, producing therefore some symptoms in addition to the 
characteristic features of spinal Lomniplogia. I much 
not to be able to give more details of this case, as it is a 
most important one, notwithstanding the complexity of symp- 
toms. The patient, although urged to return, only came once 
to my coupplielien at the National Hospital for the Paralysed 
and the Epileptic, and I had not time to take his case so 
completely as I should have liked. 

Case 10. Paralysis of both right limbs and of the left upper 
limb ; anesthesia of both left extremities and partly of the right 
upper one; paralysis of the vaso-motor nerve of the face and 
eye, on the right side.—H. S——, aged forty, pay) g em good 
health up to the 24th of March, 1862, when he rom the 

of a staircase, and was violently struck on the back of his 

neck. He lost consciousness at once, but recovered his senses 
in twelve or fifteen — — —_ awry a 
pletely paralysed of imbs on the right si 
the left upper limb, but not of the left lower one, which he 
could move easily. His breathing was so difficult that he 
thought he would die from suffocation. There was ———- 
cessation of respiratory movementsin the right side of his 
He could swallow, but with difficulty ; his neck was stiff, very 

inful, and he was not able to move it ; his head was drawn 
‘orwards ; his intellect and senses were not in the least im- 
paired ; his bladder was weak, but not paralysed. There was 
neither a wound nor considerable swelling in his neck. He 
remained in this state, almost without ioration, more than 
two months. He was then brought to my consulting-room at 
the National Hospital for the Paralysed and the Epileptic, 

I found, first, a very nearly complete paralysis of the left 
upper limb and of the whole right side, from the neck down- 
wards (limbs and trunk, including the diaphragm) ; secondly, 
an almost complete loss of sensibility to touch, tickling, heat and 
cold, and pai impressions in the trunk and both limbs, on 
the left side ; while on the right side these four kinds of sen- 
sibility were only slightly diminished everywhere, but more 
so in the neck and shoulder than elsewhere. The temperature 
of the right lower limb was higher than that of the left one. 
The face also on the right side was warmer than on the left. 
The right pupil was constricted, and the eyelids were less 
widely open on this side than on the left. He was able, how- 
ever, by a great effort of will to open the right eye very nearl 
as much as the other. His bowels were extremely consti 
He had no erection, and had lost his sexual appetite. He 
—- of having in both shoulders very acute pains, 
which were purely subjective, as pressure or movements did 
not increase them. There were no other subjective sensations, 
There had been since the accident more gain as regards 
movements than as regards sensibility. 


This case is, indeed, a very remarkable one in many respects. 
The in to the spinal cord, whatever had been its nature 
(most likely there was a hemorrhage in the spinal cord), was 
situated above the origin of the nerves of the upper limbs, as it 
was in the case of T. R—— (Case 3, Tur Lancer, Nov. 2lst, 

* T do not mention what is stated of the temperature of the (the left 
87°, the right 85°), because the patient had been sitting a short before 
near the fire, and this circumstance throws doubt on the results of the ex- 
amination, 
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661), and in the case of Mr. Dundas (Case 5, p. 756); so that 
there was not that peculiar symptom of an almost equal 
anwsthesia in both upper limbs, which can be observed in cases 
of disease in one of the lateral halves of the cord in its cervico- 
brachial enlargement. But there was in this case a lesion 
which, besides occupying a transverse zone of a lateral half 
of the spinal marrow, altered also part of the other half; as was 
proved,—first, by the absence of hypervesthesia, and even some 
anesthesia, in the side most paralysed of voluntary movement 
(the right) ; secondly, by the ysis of the left upper limb. 
Another remarkable feature of this case was that the face and 
on the side most injured in the cord, presented the effects 

a paralysis of the vaso-motor nerves of these parts. This is 
the only case I know of in which an injury so high up in the 
cervical region of the cord has produced re effects. 

Another remark, worthy of attention on the part of physio- 
— and practitioners, is that, notwithstanding the cutting 

of the nervous supply to the respiratory muscles (there was 
no iration at all in one side of the thorax, and a diminu- 
tion of that function in the other side), the patient has lived 
on, and has improved as regards sensibility and voluntary 
motion. 

Another case, like the three preceding in this res that 
the lesion was not limited to one-half of the spinal marrow, 
was quite recently published by an able physician of Lyons 
(France), Dr. Perroud.* I only give a summary of the case. 

Case 11. Loss of voluntary movement in the limbs on the 
right side ; loss of sensibility on the left side.—F. V——, aged 
twenty-six, was admitted on the 31st of October, 1860, into the 
Hotel Dieu. Three months ago, after having slept in a damp 
place, he had some numbness in the two little fingers of the 
right hand. In a few days this numbness extended to the 
right forearm, which became weak. A few weeks after, the 
right leg and thigh also became weak, retaining, however, 
their sensibility almost entirely, while the left inferior limb 
retained its muscular power, but lost its sensibility. On ad- 
mission, the patient was in the following state :— 

On the left side motility remained in both limbs, where the 
m sense was also normal, and nutrition without altera- 
tion ; but sensibility was nearly entirely abolished on a 
surface. This anzsthesia, demonstrated with pins and the 

occupied all the left lower extremity, and the 
w left lateral half of the trunk up to the armpit, limited 
in front and behind by the middle line. Tactile sensibility 
seemed to persist in the left upper limb, but the patient felt 
the electric shocks less there than in the right upper extre- 
mity. 

On the right side movements were considerably diminished 
in conte enbliegaa the nae of beg and poem eee 
com y ysed. In the arm the ysis exi chiefly 
in the triceps, and least in the muscles of the shoulder. The 
foot and leg were completely paralysed. The muscles of the 
thigh were notably 'ysed, flexion of the leg on the thigh 
being almost impossible. The muscles of the pelvis seemed to 
be in a normal state. There was no atrophy of the paralysed 
muscles. Walking was extremely difficult, notwithstanding 
crutches. Sensibility remained in the inferior limb, and in 
the lateral half of the trunk, on that side (the right); but tac- 
tile sensibility seemed to be a little diminished on the hand 
— on that side, Electricity was wt rant > 

symptoms went on increasing, and when the patient 
left the hospital, on the 19th of June, 1861, the puniiaiael 
motion and anzsthesia had extended, so that both upper limbs 
were completely paralysed, and both lower ones almost com- 
pletely. 

I will not discuss here the nature of the disease of the 
spinal cord in this case, I think it belongs to that rather 
numerous group of cases in which an autopsy alone can reveal 
what is the real organic alteration. But it presented at first 
the most essential features of spinal hemiplegi sthesi 
in one side, and paralysis of voluntary movement on the other 
side. I will not now say more about this case, as I must again 
speak of it in a few moments, 

Dr. M. Rosenthal, of Vienna, has also recently published 
two interesting cases of disease of a lateral half of the spinal 
cord, one of which is a case of hemiparaplegia, the other of 
= hemiplegia. I have only seen a summary of these cases + 

Che one relating to the subject of this lecture I translate 
literally. 








*® Journal de Médecine de Lyon, Novembre, 1868, p. 391. 
t+ Schmidt's Jahrbiicher, 138, No. 4, 1868, p.20. Rosenthal’s 

- a0, 62 Oesterr, Zeitschrift fuer prackt, heilkunde, Bd. xiii. 1867, Nos. 
’ , 





Case 12. Paralysis of movement with conservation of all 
kinds of sensibility in the right side ; loss of sensibility to touch, 
to temperature, and to painful impressions, with conservation of 
voluntary movement in the left side.—A coachman, aged twenty- 
seven, took cold while his body was overheated. He soon 
after had, first in the right foot, then also in the right arm, 
hyperwesthesia, which was promptly changed into anwsthesia. 
Two months later, after symptoms of irritation, the left ex- 
tremities were attacked with paresis. Six months after the be- 

nning of his affection the patient was admitted into the 


— 

e then had tactile anesthesia and analgesia (loss of sensi- 
bility to painful impressions) in the right side, from the end of 
the lower limb up to the level of the shoulder blade, occupying 
the whole right side, except the sacro-coceygean region. The 
sense of temperature was also lost on that side, where the re- 
flex power was slightly increased. The motor power remained 
pormal in that side, where he often had, in the anesthetie 
parts, a very disagreeable feeling of a current of burning heat. 

On the left side sensibility, including the sense of tempera- 
ture, was normal, while all the voluntary movements were 
diminished, and in some parts quite impossible. The reflex 
movements existed, but the faradic contractility of isolated 
muscles, and the galvanic excitability, especially that of the 
radial nerve, were markedly diminished. 

The diagnosis was that a portion of the left lateral half of 
the spinal cord was in a state of inflammation, brought on by 
the influence of cold. The treatment consisted in the use of 
iodide of potassium, tepid baths, and ascending galvanic cur- 
rents directed from the trunk of the nerves to the spine, with 
cutaneous faradisation of the anwsthetic parts. After seven 
weeks motility was essentially improved, but sensibility was 
not. Anesthesia began to yield in the periphery only after 
ten weeks ; but, after three months of treatment, motility and 
sensibility were both restored. 


Whether there was really an inflammation of a limited part 
of the left lateral half of the spinal cord, in this case, as 
Rosenthal thought, or only a considerable congestion, I can- 
not decide, as I do not know all the details ; Fut it is, any- 
how, an important fact that the patient recovered so completely 
after having had such a degree of anesthesia on one si 
of paralysis of voluntary movement on the other side. I will 
not say more about this case, as I shall have to revert to it 
before the end of this lecture. 

I now come to two cases in which there has been an ye 
The first of these, the celebrated case of Dr. Hugh Ley, about 
which more than one great mistake has been committed, is a 
well-marked instance of spinal hemiplegia. It has been pub- 
lished in the shape of a letter addressed to Sir Charles Bell.* 
I will only give a summary of its essential parts. 

Case 13. Paralysis of voluntary movements, with some hyper- 
asthesia on one side; loss of sensibility, without paralysis, in 
olen and trunk on the other.—Mrs, W—— was attacked 
with fever and headache subsequently to a profuse ——— 
which occurred after her aay. on one side of the y 
there was defective sensibility, ~vithout, however, any corre- 

ding diminution of in the muscles of volition, so 
that she could hold her child in the arm of that side so long as 
her attention was attracted to it; but if surrounding objects 
withdrew her notice from the state of her arm, the flexors 
o, relaxed, and the child was in hazard of falling. 
breast, too, on that side partook of the insensibility, 
although the secretion of milk was as copious as in the other. 
She could see the child sucking and swallowing, but she had 
no consciousness, from feeling, that the child was so occupied. 
Turgescence of that breast produced no suffering, and she was 
unconscious of what is termed the ‘‘ draught” on this side, 
although that sensation was strongly marked in the other 
breast. 
ective 
sensi- 


On the opposite side of the body there was d 
on of motion, Sepieaie of any a aia - 
ility. The arm was i e of supporting i 
hand was powerless in its grip, and the leg was moved with 
difficulty and with the ordi rotatory movement of a 
lytic patient ; but the-power of sensation was so far from bei 
impaired, that she constantly complained of an uncom 

sense of heat, a painful tingling, and more than the usual 
degree of uneasiness from pressure or other modes of slight 
mechanical violence. 


Ab Cinent G0 Sey mestie chocgsin speed pee Her 
delivery was easy, but she soon complained of numbness on 








* The Nervous System of the Human Body. Third edition; Appendix, 
p. 245. London, 1844. 
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ro aaa She became insensible, and sank completely coma- 


Upon examination of the body no positive disorganisation of 
aa ieeochend veneclanity of the seemeunen, tapos gpa 

vasc ty o mem especially o ite 
the seat of her original Ecotocie. 


Unfortunately, owing to the ignorance of the essential cha- 
racteristics of spinal hemiplegia, this case was mistaken for a 
case of cerebral hemiplegia, and the spinal cord was not exa- 
mined. In one respect this case seems to have presented a 
feature ie ee reverse of what I have announced to exist 
in spinal hemiplegia—i.e., there was an appearance of loss of 
the muscular sense in the anzsthetic Timabe The appearance 
was deceptive enough to lead Sir Ch. Bell to make use of the 
case as exhibiting clearly what he considered as due to the loss 
of the muscular sense. The patient could only, it is said, 
‘*hold her child in the arm” of the anesthetic and non-para- 
ye side “‘so long as her attention was attracted to it.” No 

bt it would have been so if she had lost the muscular sense, 
but I ought to say that a loss of sensibility in the skin, joints, 
and other parts of the arm, such as existed in this case, was 
quite sufficient, notwithstanding the persistence of the mus- 
cular sense, to allow ‘‘the flexors of her arm gradually to relax 
when her attention was called to surrounding objects,” and she 
ceased noticing the state of the arm holding the child. At any 
rate this case would be the only one of spinal hemiplegia that 
I know in which there would have been a loss of the muscular 
sense on the anwsthetic and non-paralysed side, if really there 
was such a loss. 

We have not to address to the author of the following case 
the same reproach as to Dr. H. Ley—i. e., to have neglected 
to open the spine. But, if in this next case the condition of 
the spinal cord has been investigated, we have, on the other 
hand, to regret that the details of the case have not been pub- 
lished. The patient has been under the care of a distinguished 
physician of Bordeaux, Dr. Gintrac ; and the few lines we give 
on the case were written out by Dr. Ord.* 


Casz 14. Paralysis of movement of the two left limbs ; anes- 
thesia of the right side ; clot of blood in the left half of the spinal 
cord.—A patient was admitted into the St. André Hospital, at 
Bordeaux, after having been suddenly seized with loss of move- 
ment in the two left limbs, with persistence of sensibility. On 
the right side, on the contrary, sensibility was very obtuse. 
On dissection, a clot of blood was found located in the left half 
of the cervical region of the spinal cord. 

This case being yet the only one I know of in which an 
ay ena a a where the theory locates it, in the 
comp 8 emiplegia,+ it is, indeed, much to be re- 
gretted that the full 7 a of the symptoms and of the post- 
mortem : have not been reported. So far as the 
above few lines on that case go, they, however, show posi- 
tively in man what I have so often seen in ani i. e., that 
a lesion of the cervical part of the spinal cord on one side pro- 
-—_ es of motion in that side, and anesthesia in the 

er side, 


I intended to relate several other cases of spinal hemiplegia, 
especially three cases published by Boyer, by Dr. C. B. Rad- 
cliffe, and by Mr. South, and one seen by myself; but I have 
already considerably outrun the ordinary limits of a lecture, 
— Are therefore her these cases for another occasion. 

‘or the same reason, il abstain from giving now, as I 
~ giving had 

Ist. The demonstration that a disease or an injury—limited 
entirely to a lateral half of the spinal cord, or occupying a 
part of the two halves of that organ, but one of them much 
more than the other—was the cause of the symptoms observed 
in the case I have related. 

2nd. The reasons why cases of hemiplegia from disease of 
the spinal cord ought to be grou into two distinct classes 
of spinal affection, one bearing the title of spinal hemiplegia, 
and the — amy of ae spinal hemiplegia ; the exist- 
ence or absence a uliar symptom serving to charac- 
terise these two kinds 2 pes mer Eg ’ rs 

3rd. The diagnosis between hemiplegia from brain affection, 





* See my report, in the name of a committee appointed by the Société 
Biologie, on a paper of Dr.Oré in the “ Comptes Reudus et Mémoires dels 
ao ; _ for 1853, p. 303. 
When I treat —i.e., of the spinal 
injury of oo = the spinal cord, below tbe olin at t ron ~4 
arm: producing paralysis in one limb . relate 
eases with deciaive autopsies. = ae 








and each of the two kinds of hemiplegia from disease of, or 
injury to, the spinal cord. 
4th. oe and the special rules of treatment of 
hemiplegia. 


[ Errata. — In Dr. Brown-Séquard’s Lecture on Spinal Hemiplegia the 
following errors require correction: — Page 593, Ist column, 4th line from 
bottom, instead of “a small zone, or dividing the whole lateral half,” read 
“a small zone of, or dividing transversely, a laterel half.” Page 
Ist column, 2nd line of 20d paragraph, instead of “ greatest injury,” 
“seat of the injury.” Page 660, Ist column, 9th line from top, instead ef 
“ painfal sensations,” read “ pain‘ul impressions.” Page 661, Zist and 22nd 
lines from top, instead of “ihe sphincter of the bladder and the rectum,” 
read “the sphincters of the bladder and of the rectum.” Same page, 2nd 
column, 4th line from bottom, instead of “ producing more,” read *’ produces 
at first more.” Page 756, ist column, 13th line from top, instead of “ where,” 
read “when.” Same page and column, in Case 6, near the end of the case, 
instead of “sensation of heat throughout the right limbs,” read “ sensation 
of heat throughout the left limbs.” Same pore, 2nd column, in Case 6, 2nd 
line of 6th instead of “ left half,” read “ righ: half”) 





COD-LIVER OIL AS A REMEDIAL AGENT 
IN TYPHUS. 
By ROBERT GEE, M.D., M.R.C.P., 


PHYSICIAN TO THE LIVERPOOL FEVER HOSPITAL, LECTURER ON DISEASES OF 
CHILDBEN AT THE LIVERPOOL ROYAL INFIRMARY, 


(Concluded from page 796.) 





I now proceed to submit the results of the treatment I have 
had the pleasure of bringing under notice, by recording the 
notes of the first eleven cases in which it was tried, 

1. J. G— ., aged sixteen, admitted into the Fever Hospital 
September 4th, 1868. A porter, temperate, and delicate. Seen 
on the ninth day of the fever. 

Ninth day.—Pulse 104 ; temperature 104° ; eyes heavy and 
suffused ; full exanmthematous rash; bowels confined; in- 
telligence perfect ; no cough. To have the oil mixture every 
two hours, and the ordinary fever diet. (To avoid repetition, 
it will be understood that, unless some change be noted, 
the patients would have the same diet and medicine up to the 

iod of convalescence. ) 

Eleventh day.—Pulse 104 ; temperature 103°6°. 

Fifteenth day.—Convalescent. 

2. W. S——, aged twenty-one, a moulder; temperate. 

Seventh day of the disease.—Pulse 120 ; temperature 103° ; 
— dry ; skin dry ; full mulberry rash. 

ighth day.—Pulse not noted ; temperature 101°2° ; tongue 
moist and clean at the edges. 

Ninth day.—Skin moist ; rash full; restless night; bowels 
relaxed. To have ten grains of compound kino powder at 
bedtime. 

Tenth day. — Pulse 92; temperature 99°6°; diarrhea 
checked. Repeat powder at bedtime. 

Eleventh day.—Pulse 90 ; temperature 100°9° ; slept well ; 
tongue moist ; no diarrhea ; skin soft and moist. * 

Twelfth day.—Temperature 98°8°; skin natural; tongue 
clean ; secretions normal ; convalescent. 

This patient had subsequently parotitis, which slightly re- 
tarded recovery. 

3. J. R , aged twenty-one, an engine-cleaner; pale, tem- 





perate. 

Sixth day.—Pulse 112; temperature 101°6°; skin hot and 
dry ; tongue dry ; rash well-marked. 

Seventh day.—Temperature 99°9° ; tongue dry ; skin dry. 

Eighth day.—Pulse 100 ; temperature 98°6° ; tongue dry; 
skin moist ; bowels relaxed. To have ten grains of compound 
kino powder at bedtime. 

Ninth day.—Pulse 100; temperature 99°6°; slept well ; 
tongue dry ; diarrhea checked. Repeat the powder at bed- 
time. 

Tenth day.—Temperature 102°3° ; tongue moist at edges. 

Eleventh day.—Temperature 97°S°; tongue clean; skin 
normal ; bowels regular ; appetite good ; convalescent. 

The above were well-marked cases ; the age, condition, and 
habits favourable for recovery. The remaining eight were of a 
much more serious character. 

4. C. L——, aged thirty-eight, a joiner ; intemperate. 

Seventh day.—Pulse 112 ; temperature 103°1°; respiration 
38; tongue dry, brown, and trembling; sordes; full deep 
mulberry rash; bowels confined; tremor of hands; eyes 
suffused. 

Eighth day.—Pulse 96 ; temperature 101°6° ; tongue softer; 
skin soft ; rash full ; tremor less. 
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no tremor ; 


Ninth day.—Temperature 101°1°; slept well ; 
; coated and 


skin dry, but soft; eyes less suffused; tongue 
brow ae NS at edges. . 
.—Temperature 99°5° ; improving. 

Eleventh day.—Tem ure 99°2°, ye 

Twelfth day.—Temperature 97°2°; tongue clean ; appetite 
i ving ; convalescent. 

Was a severe case, and the improvement was most 
marked. I hesitated to try the oil treatment in the first in- 
stance. He had been a mitted two or three days before it was 
commenced, and stimulants had been ordered, but they were 
discontinued when the oil was administered. 


5. P. F——, aged forty-six. All the family laid up with 


Seventh day.—Temperature 97°6°; respiration laboured ; 
rhonchi and sibili at base of both lungs; violent delirium at first; 
skindry, soft; rash dark, mottled; tonguedry and brown; sordes; 
conjunctive injected; low delirium; extremities cold. Ten 
ounces of brandy given during the previous twenty-four hours; 
pend to be omitted. Hot-water bottles to be applied to the 


Eighth day.—Temperature 95°; skin livid; pulse feeble and 
intermittent. Brandy, six ounces daily. 

Ninth day.—Temperature 96°6°; skin less livid. 
-— day.—-Temperature 96°6°; pulse steady; rash very 


Eleventh.—Temperature 97°2°; pulse stronger; skin less 
dusky ; tongue cleaner ; sordes less ; sleeps well; whole con- 
dition improved. 

Thirteenth day.—Pulse80; temperature 97°5°; rational; skin 
normal; appetite returning; convalescent. The vital power 
was very low on the second day. The brandy resumed with 
marked benefit. 


6. W. R—, aged thirty. 

Sixth day.—Pulse 96; temperature 103°; respiration 31 ; 
delirium ; livid rash ; tongue dry; sordes ; tremor ; restless ; 

ight bronchitis. Wine, four ounces daily. 

venth day.—Pulse 98 ; temperature 101°6°; less flushed ; 
less delirium ; bowels regular. 

Eighth day.—Pulse 92; temperature 101°; tongue moister; 
more intelligence ; skin moist. 

Tenth day.—Pulse 80; temperature 101°3°; respiration 25 ; 
_! head clear ; sleeps well ; appetite returning. 

day. — Pulse 76; temperature 100°5°; respiration 
18 ; tongue clean ; skin normal ; convalescent. 

7. C. S——, aged twenty-one ; coalheaver ; intemperate. 

Seventh day.— Pulse 102; temperature 1032°; tongue 
furred; sordes ; eyes heavy. 

Eighth day.—Pulse 104 ; temperature 103°; iration 24 ; 

e brown ; slept badly; countenance dusky; bowels con- 
and slightly tympanitic. To have a draught of castor 
oil and turpentine. 

Tenth day.—Pulse 100; temperature 103°7°; respiration 36, 

w; secretions normal; sleeps better; tongue dry and 
coated ; tympanitis relieved by the draught. 

Twelfth day.—Pulse 96; temperature 101°S°; respiration 30; 
secretions normal; slight moisture on skin; countenance im- 
proved ; intelligence clear ; tongue softer. 

Fourteenth day. —Convalescent. 


8. C, A——, aged twenty-four, a miller; thin, tall, tem- 


Seventh day.—Pulse 108; temperature 103°3°; respiration 
28 ; no sleep ; delirium; rash ; tongue brown, thickly furred. 

Ninth day.—Pulse 108; temperature 103°2°; respiration 32; 
faint reddish rash; bowels open; no sleep; delirium acute ; 
epistaxis. To have ten grains of compound ipecacuanha 
powder at bedtime. 

Eleventh day.—Pulse 120; temperature 102°2°; respiration 
32; had three epileptic fics ; rigidity of the whole frame, with 
opisthotonos ; unconscious ; bowels relaxed. To have twenty 
minims of sedative solution of opium at bedtime ; ice-bag to 
the spine. 

Thirteenth day.—Siept well after the night draught ; the 
ice relieved the contractions of the muscles; consciousness 
partly returned ; rash still marked. 

Fourteenth day.—Slept well ; calm ; more conscious, Dis- 
right “ sath day Had ligh ptoms 

ighteenth day.— slight pneumonia ; varied 
slightly from day to day; pulse 96; pao 98°6°; re- 


spiration 28. Convalescent in two or three days. 
9.—J. W——, aged twenty-two, a navvy; tall, thin, tem- 








Fifth day.—Pulse 114; temperature 104°; 
heavy ; countenance depressed ; rash 
furred, slightly moist. Prognosis unfa' \ 

Sixth day.—Pulse 104; temperature 102°1°; respiration 28 ; 
ag crepitus and increased vocal resonance at base of right 
” eeveails day. — Pulse 108 ; temperature 102°6°; respiration 
25 ; countenance heavy and flushed ; no sleep. 

Ninth day.—Pulse 108; temperature 100°8°; respiration 28 ; 
no sleep; bowels relaxed; pulmonary lesion continues. To 
have ten grains of compound i a powder at bedtime. 

Eleventh day.—Pulse 116; temperature 102°6°; irati 
24; slept well ; bowels regular ; tongue soft ; sputum slightly 


rusty. 

Thirteenth day.— Pulse 96 ; rash marked ; tongue clean and 
moist ; improving. 

After this date the pulmonary symptoms became vated, 
and he had double pneumonia, but eventually recovered. Oil 
mixture was continued, poultices and blisters were applied to 
the back part of the chest, and five-grain doses of Dover's 
powder given every four or six hours. 

10. R. G ce aged thirty-seven. 

Seventh day.—Pulse 132; temperature 103°2°; respiration 
40; no cough ; dark mul 


iration 30; 
; tongue 





rash ; countenance depressed ; 
unconscious ; ea | and brown. 

Eighth day.— 124; temperature 102°; respiration 45 ; 
condition the same. 

Ninth day.—Pulse 124; temperature 101°8 ; respiration 40; 
slept well ; — = 

eventh day.—Pulse 114; temperature 101°5°; respiration 
43 ; rhonchi on both sides of dea; no sleep ; sordes ; coun- 
tenance heavy; conjunctive injected ; oil mixture every hour; 
cataplasms to the chest. Wine, four ounces daily. 

Twelfth day.—Pulse 104; temperature 100°5°; respiration 
36; tongue moist at edges ; restless at night; dozes in the 
daytime. 

Thirteenth day.—Pulse 100; temperature 99°5°; respira- 
tion 32; rash fading ; slept well; consciousness returning, and 
rapid convalescence from this date. 

ll. P. R—, a tailor; intemperate; fair complexion ; 
whole family laid up with fever. 

Ninth day.—Pulse 116; too violent to take the temperature; 

tremor ; brownish general rash ; conjunctive injected ; 

wels confined ; tympanitis ; scalp shaved ; ice to the head ; 

castor oil and turpentine draught; oil mixture to be given 
every hour ; slight restraint. 

Tenth day.—Pulse 100; temperature 100°5°; respiration 30 ; 
less tremor; more sensible; eyes less fierce ; tongue moist ; 
bowels open ; slight perspiration. 

Eleventh day.—Pulse 90; temperature 100°7°; 
26 ; tongue clean; slept well; more conscious ; 
and rapid convalescence. 


Such are the rough notes taken at the patients’ bedside 
from day to day, while testing the value of the ‘‘oi) treats 
ment.” They were taken for my guidance, and not with the in- 
tention of submitting them to the profession. 1n transcribing 
them, I observe some omissions in the record, but they are 
accurate as far as they go. I trust they are sufficiently com- 
prehensive to afford a clear apprehension of the nature of 
the cases, and to prove that they were typical cases of 
typhus. There are many points of interest it would be de- 
sirable to investigate in connexion with this mode of treat- 
ment; mine so far have been probationary and tentative. 
I may possibly, at some future period, submit fuller de- 
tails of a large number of cases, and enter upon a compara- 
tive estimate of this with other methods, Since the date of 
the last patient’s recovery, the ‘‘oil treatment” has been 
adopted in every case admitted into the Fever Hospital ; and, 
on a cursory review of the whole, I am disposed to think with 
favourable results. I think the recoveries have been above the 
average, and this was coincident with a reduction of stimulants 
of fully two-thirds, if not three-fourths. I am not so enthu- 

iastic as to suppose that every case of typhus will recover where 

this treatment is adopted, for in some cases the dose of the 
fever-poison ap’ to be so intense as at once to overpower 
and prostrate the system, and the patient does not recover 
from the first shock; in others, advanced age, an enfeebled 
constitution, or enervating habits, prove a formidable obstacle 
to recovery ; and, ina series of cases, formi le com- 
plications present themselves, which are sufficient to set any 
mode of treatment at defiance. 

The above cases must be taken for what are worth, 
as examples of recoveries under the treatment I have been 
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advocating. ee was Oh cae of the disease, and the 
proportion of Baie Bye ~ hte when it is con- 
sidered that eight out of the eleven were not selected cases. I 
a that the rapidity of convalescence was most marked 


"My recorded material are to scanty to warrant summary 

of results, or a series of rn weet: They are 
offered for and if they have afforded any in- 
terest, my object has been fully attained. 





ON THE PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT OF 
EPILEPSY. 
By HERMANN BEIGEL, M.D., M.R.C.P., 


PHYSICIAN TO THE METROPOLITAN FREE HOSPITAL. 
(Concluded from p. 794.) 


Tue change produced by the vaso-motor nerves may be 
limited, indeed, to a very small area—for instance, to the 
muscular layer of the vessels supplying the retina; so that, in 
this sense, it is quite justifiable to speak of ‘‘ epilepsy of the 
retina” without being exposed to the jocose question put to 
Dr. Jackson, whether the retinw are subject to convulsions. 
A closer study of the disease, from the point of view which I 
propose, will also throw more light on the phenomenon 
which is generally called the aura. It is not very long since 
epilepsy was not considered legitimate, if not 
an aura. But if we seek for information on that phenomenon, 
nearly every author includes other symptoms in the term. 1 
must here state, in opposition to the generally adopted opinion, 
that the sudden +. agen of paroxysms is a rare exception ; 
as a rule, the attacks are preceded by certain changes, indi- 

altered conditions either in the vaso-motor or in the 
sensitive nerves, diness, loss of speech or sight, undue 
, alteration of features, numbness or h 
&e. Of these the patients are very seldom aware, but 
ients’ friends notice them. 
137 cases in which I have been able to gather information 
on that point, the result is as follows :— 


F 





An aura was present in 14 cases. 
Precursory symptoms in... oa 
Sudden commencement of attacks in 2 » 

137 cases. 


The term aura ought to be confined to sensations arising at a 
particular part of the body, and being characterised by their 
to move towards the nervous centres. All other sensa- 
tions, hmited to certain ede affecting the whole body, 
have been noted down by me premonitory symptoms. 
as well as the aura, must be considered, as has been 
done wy many authorities, as the commencement of the 
——— which, in the majority of cases, | think, would be 
hours before its perfect development, if the temperature 
t were Epileptics not being admitted 
-patients to general hospitals, it would be not only an 
eciien but very important task if gentlemen connected 
with asylums could find time to extend their researches in 
this direction—a field of investigation which, so iran tans 
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il 


viz., ytint ie con ste Seta adhahibion te Oh rts 
indirect line—viz., first cousins in 6; and in 101 no hereditary 
transmission was traceable. The interesting t here notte oe 
that the hereditary taint sometimes shows i 

after birth; i other satan dipones the individual in eck 
a manner as to give rise to epilepsy or allied diseases, throug 

causes which would be of little or no consequence at ae 7 
a Se ueeeee wees Salis Geter ae 
Seok oe inte until 





something 4 » frigh 

or injury—which, in an individua an e ileptic 
paren, produces , chorea, or some similar 

still some memb of a family under my care at the 

St. Pancras showing this condition in anes pen 

manner. The ee seal 

fits a day for the last "twen -five years, sons, the 

eldest, aged twenty-three, two fits, he face Sich aly sects 





teen months when he was much excited by attending his 
father in a fit the second ft came on in Apri lat. The 
ounger son, seven years old, has been, and is at present 
rlfering trom chore, Of the three daughters, = ae 
twenty-four years of age, has been suffering for years from 
fits, Tithout always down; the younger "tahhen, 
twenty-two years old, not been attacked until she was 
fourteen. At that time her father burnt his arm, and her 
mother was dressing the wound; the patient was looking on and 
fell down in a fit, which did not recur. At seventeen, she 
and soon became pregnant ; when quickening, she 
was again attacked, and unti delivery the tits occurred about 
four times. She had had three children, and at each pregnancy 
she knew that she was quickening merely by the occurrence of 


a fit, for she never felt any movements of the fetus. In her 
non-pregnant state she enjoys excellent health. The youngest 
daughter, eighteen is strong, complaining only mewand 


eadache, 
then of violent h he, which ae for weeks. 

Another interesting case is under my care at the Metropo- 
litan Free H ital ple te A as seventeen, a 
butcher by trade. H grandmother died in a fit, and his 
sister became insane nee a Ys fall when four years old. Patient 
is very strong, and enjoyed good health until a few days before 
he came under my care, when he was frightened by seeing his 
grandfather, who was insane, jumping out of the window ; 
soon afterwards patient was ol bya which recurred 
several times. 

A few days ago only another interesting epileptic family 
case came under my care at the hospital. The father, forty- 
five years old, had fits until about ten years ago. Of his four 
living children two are daughters and two sons. All four were 
much convulsed when teething. The elder daughter had fits 
from her fifth year until seventeen, when she became regular 
and lost her fits. The younger daughter, seventeen years old, 
has still fits, but is not yet regular. The elder sop, twenty 
years old, is likewise subject to fits, but they only set in on 
certain occasions ; as, for instance, when he is beaten by his 
father, an occasion which seems to occur rather frequently. 
He never has a fit without a demonstrable cause. 

There are other interesting points connected with e 

as, for instance, the influence of age, sex, &c., cathe bev 
saab Ginl qgtnne af epilepsy. But these points, I think, 4 
not be studied in hospitals, in which the attendance of certain 
kinds of diseases depends on a combination of artificial, as it 
were, not natural, causes. The statistics given on such points 
by different authors have, therefore, no claim to much weight. 
Of my own cases 82 were men and 100 women. Are we to 
infer from these figures that epilepsy is more frequent in 
women than in men? Is the conclusion not equally justifiable 
that women are much more inclined to seek medical advice in 
yo than men, who do not consider it worth their while 
at least a half-day’s work weekly by attending a 
hospital, if the attacks occur only once or twice in the course 
of a year? If mortality be a measure of the prevalence of 
a disease, the statistics of the United States of America do 
not bear out the opinion generally adopted of women’s greater 
liability to epilepsy than that of men. During the year ending 
June, 1860, 501 persons died of epilepsy in the United States. 
Of these 284 were males and 217 females. I have carefully 
looked over the most excellent tables, prepared by the Govern- 
ment of Washington, and find the same proportion in all ages, 
in all provinces, and through all the twelve months of the 
year. It is, perhaps, not without interest to mention that in 
the States in which slavery had existed the number of deaths 
from epilerey was considerably smaller than where slavery had 
been ished 


A few words, in conclusion, with respect to the treatment of 


epilepsy. 

There is, perhaps, no other disease in which the physician 
can do more to his patient than in epilepsy. In many 
cases he is - to ya a cure, by which term I mean the 

nt’s not ha ts for years. If we sce cures of epil 
= week publigbed i in the journals, and see further 
some writers aney the patients to be cured because the fits 
do not make their appearance for several weeks, then we 
may rest assured that such an author has other motives in 
publishing his case than that of advancing science and serving 
the truth. 

In the majority of cases the physician is able to improve the 
~~ 8 condition, in a great measure, by turning very long 

ts into slight ones, or by causing the interparoxysmal time to 
be much Mr. , late of the Metro- 
ene pte ospital, has watched a case with me, which was 
of very great interest in a therapeutical point of view. Th 








826 Tse Lancer,) THE ‘‘ PROTECTION BED” IN THE TREATMENT OF THE INSANE.  [Dzo, 26, 1868, 








pinto. mena Se Six years ago she had 
attacked with fits, and had ‘‘ scores” of them every day 
—at least twenty in twenty-four hours, During the whole 
six years she was ouly once free of them for four days. She 
must, therefore, have had at least 6000 fits altogether. 
When I first saw her she had an attack in my consulting- 
room, and | confess it was the most terrible attack I have ever 
witnessed. She was treated by means of hypodermic injections 
of morphia, and in the week after the injections she had only 
one attack. The injections were repeated twice a week, and 
when the attacks were turned into ‘* faintings,” as the patient 
called them, which recurred about three or four times a week, 
and did not cause her to fall, she did not return to the hospital 


any more. 
Of the whole number of my patients, 46 remained sufficiently 
under treatment to warrant an opinion of the efficacy of the 
drugs applied. Of the number just mentioned, 14 were cured, 
26 have improved, while in 6 the treatment had no effect. A 
case which I am inclined to look upon as cured is the follow- 
ing :—The patient was twenty-one years old, a shoemaker by 
trade. The father had several fits, but the patient was 
im good health until three years before he came under my care. 
At that time he came up from the country, in order to see an 
execution at Newgate, which made such an impression on him 
as to bring on epileptic fits after afew hours. In these fits he 
lost consciousness, and was very much convulsed. For two 
years he was sometimes free from paroxysms for several 
months, and then again he had several attacks in the course 
of a day; six months, however, before he was admitted an 
out-patient to the hospital, he was seized several times every 
day. He was likewise treated by means of hypodermic injec- 
tions of morphia, which were continued for a long time. After 
having been free from attacks for about twelve months he re- 
quested me, in 1865, to discharge him, in order that he might 
go in search of employment. A few months ago his father 
came to the hospital, and from him I learnt that his son, who 
is now in the country following his trade, had never had a fit 
since he left the hospital. 

As to the remedies used by me for the treatment of epilepsy, 
I have tried nearly all drugs which have been recommended 
different authors, including urari or the arrow-poison of 
Indians, so strongly recommended by a few continental 

. <= which, however, has failed in my hands.* 

t there are two drugs in which confidence may be placed, 
viz., bromide of potassium and hypodermic injection of morphia. 
It is now _ fact, that the former, Tagen used in 

oses, has power of i paroxysms, 
ST instances, to make them disa altogether. 
Hypodermic injections have the power of pos oon Be the same 
result in a much shorter time. It is very difficult to explain 
= the action of morphia is different when given internally 
and when applied hypodermically, but that such is the case 
has been rmed by reliable observers. 
Finsbury-square, Dec. 1868. 





DR. LAUDER LINDSAY'S “ PROTECTION BED” 
IN THE TREATMENT OF THE INSANE. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 


Srr,—In Dr. Conolly’s last workt he dwells with anxious 
solicitude on the future of the non-restraint system, and states 
(as he often did in conversation with me) his fears lest in the 
coming years, when he had gone to his rest, it might perchance 
be abandoned, imperfectly acted upon, or misrepresented by 
those who knew not, from personal observation, of the horrors 
of the old restraint system. ‘‘1 am anxious (he writes) in these 
pages to explain, as distinctly as I am able, the nature, as well 
as the rise and progress of the method of treating the insane, 
which is commonly called the ‘ Non-restraint System,’ so as 
to contribute to its preservation and further improvement, and 
= to its wider adoption ; or, at least, to prevent its being 
abandoned, or imperfectly acted upon, or misrepresented, when 
those by whom it has been steadily maintained in its early 
days of trial and difficulty can no longer describe or defend it. 

r. Conolly’s fears are almost realise! in the following re- 
marks, to which my attention has just been directed in a paper 
“*On Typhomania,” by Dr. Lauder Lindsay, in the Edinburgh 
Medical Journal, October, 1868. I quote the passage in full :— 

* The results of my experiments ye ot have been published in “ The 


Journal of Anatomy and Physiology.” 1868. 
ae “ The Treatment of the Insane, without Mechanical Restraint.” London, 








** Use of the ‘ Protection Bed,’ otherwise variously known as 
the ‘ Box Bed,’ or Raced Onda igs cate te te See 
ing, in patients wil to the verge of disso- 
Guisn bp dime, = acute or (as is more common) 
chronic—where there is danger from the exhaustion conse- 
quent on the simple effort to get out of bed, or the scarcely 
ear nore wenger ony to cold—-where, moreover, 
the patient has an uncontrollable nsity to get out of bed, 
and expose himself to falls and ye a is no 
ment comparable with the bed in question. It is simply a bed 
with a lid—to be locked or not, as the case may require. It 
may thus be rendered impossible for the patient to get up or 
out thereof without permission of his attendant. Its use 
renders him quieszent for the time, while it maintains warmth 
and does not prevent free ventilation. 1 have repeatedly tried 
it in various forms, and have no doubt as to its having pro- 
longed several lives, and prevented many accidents, that 
would have been saerificed, or that woe A have occurred, 
under the customary arrangements of many or most other 
asylums. Such is my opinion of its usefulness that I think it 
should find place, not only in every lunatic asylum, but in 
every general hospital; for I remember the difficulties that 
used to occur in (¢.g , the fever and delirium tremens wards 
of) the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, and the impossibility of 
dealing with occasional patients otherwise than by mechanical 
restraints of the nature of strait-waistcoats and strappi to 
bed. Unfortunately for its usefulness, however, the ~ bed 
is somewhat unsightly; while many asylum authorities, who 
do not consider confinement in an asylum or a bed-room ‘ re- 
straint,’ inconsistently place in that cate an appliance 
which differs only in ba , not in kind they prefer, appa- 
rently, to give a blind ad ce to a principle, which, how- 
ever good in proper time and place, may be, and is sometimes, 
carried mischievously to an extreme, rather than, —— 
dently of all other considerations, to regard what is the 
treatment in and for the case of each individual patient. The 
‘Protection Bed,’ so called by Dr. Browne, Commissioner in 
Lunacy for Scotland, was for many years by him employed in 
Crichton Royal Institution (for the Insane), Dumfries, where 
it is still used by Dr. Gilchrist, by whom, further, it was also 
employed in the Royal Lunatic Asylum, Montrose. Dr. 
Alexander Robertson, of the Town's Hospital, Glasgow, who 
has lately visited the United States, informs me that the said 
bed is extensively used in the lunatic asylums of that country; 
and the fact that it is so used b: be ate veg 
amidst a people so enlightened as of America, seems to 
me a strong argument in favour of its presumptive usefulness, 
There is, however, little hope of its general employment in 
England until asylum superintendents throw off the terrorism 
that exists of the Lunacy Board and ‘ Restraint '—until they 
cease to be influenced by a mere name, and are i in- 
dependent to do what, under any given circumstances, their 
conviction tells them is the right thing. There is, too, fre- 
soy a tendency to do what is supposed to be acceptable to 
Board of Lunacy or Board of Directors, to public opinion 
or the press, to the patient or his ians, rather than, as 
independently (as may be) of all other considerations, to do 
what is best for the given patient under given circumstances.” 

Dr. Lauder Lindsay here to think that ‘‘ the terror- 
ism of the Lunacy an pacery of Restraint” militates against 
the general employment of his invention (the Protection Bed) 
by the Medical Superintendents of the English 
Asylums, I have more than once ventured to speak wi 
authority as ther representative; and here I, in their name, 
repe) the shallew impertinence which would argue that our 
neglect of this supposed invention arises from the influence of 
the Commissioners in Lunacy on our theory and practice. The 
English Superintendents worked out the non-restraint system 
before it was formally adopted by the Commissioners, and 
they will abide by their protest — all restraint in the 
treatment of the insane so long as their Houses stand. It is, 
indeed, terror which binds them to their standard ; but their 
terror is of the influence of traitors in the camp, who would 
undermine the great structure of non-restraint, which ey 
have for long years so diligently and lovingly built up, whi 
they have, against all comers, defended, and which they yet 
trust to untarnished to their successors in office. 

You recently, Sir, aided with the su of Tae Lancer 
paca ane Bs rs of the Jow Ahamaer nove Ae 
oppose the introduction into tice at i 
Baylum at Colney Hatch of Dr. Shep ’s theories of the 
treatment of = ow an siesighowet oe which 
we believed to be opposed to the princi non-restraint 
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care from this class of patients, and to place them in empty 
cells; Dr. Lauder Lindsay takes the directly opposite view, 
and would lock the patients, clothing and all, into his box 
beds—instruments of restraint similar in construction, and 
less soothing in practice, than the bain de force still seen in all 
French asylume. I commend Dr. Sheppard's clever defence 
of his theory (Journal of Mental Science, April and October, 
1867) to Dr. Lauder Lindsay’s 

Dr. Lauder Lindsay has apparently yet to learn that the 
successful treatment of the non-restraint system is based on 
the very opposite principle from that which guided the small 
inventive faculty of the originators of strait-jackets, strong- 
chairs, leg-locks, and which has culminated in the Protection 
Bed. All these contrivances belong to a system of treatment 
extinet in the English County Asylums. Their fall may be 
traced in Dr. Conolly’s chapter, ‘‘The last days of the old 
method of treatment.” Their final condemnation was thus 
summarised by him:—‘‘No fallacy,” he writes, “‘can be 
greater than that of imagining what is called a moderate use 
of mechanical restraint to be consistent with a general plan 
of treatment in al! other respects complete and unobjection- 
—— humane.” Dr. Conolly, indeed, without knowing 

Protection Bed, sketches in his next chapter its 
baneful influences :— 

“In the greater number of recent cases of mental malady, 
the patient is unable to sleep ; the days are tolerably tranquil, 
but with the night restless distraction comes. ver has 
known the affliction of a restless night must know that his 
affliction would have received no abatement from his bein 
tied down to his bed ; and that fresh air, cold water, sitting 
up a while, and diversion of mind, are the things to which he 
would resort for relief. The poor lunatic, equally restless, 
equally sleepless, and with a brain more excited, should not 
be deprived of these alleviations, all of which form a part of 
the non-restraint system ; but none of which are regarded 
where restraints are employed, which are, indeed, utterly in- 
compatible with them. The attendant who has fastened down 
his troublesome and sleepless patients in bed, retires with a 
satisfied mind to his supper and his rest. The patients ma 
suffer from heat and thirst, and may shout yell in their 
He heeds them not ; or, if he does, it is only to visit 
them in an angry mood, and to punish them as he chooses. 
The attendant, Minne restraints are not on cannot leave his 

ients so neg! , or punish them at will. The physician 
Pimeclf in large asylums, frequently goes round sends at 
night, and 2 anton is establinbed by which their oe is re- 
ported to him every morning. a patient cannot lie down 
without distress, he is not oaadies to lie down, but allowed 
to walk about ; being supplied with soft, warm shoes, and 
other clothing, to prevent his suffering from being out of bed. 
If he knocks at the door of his room, the reason of his doing 
so is inquired into ; if he is thirsty, he has water given to him ; 
if he has been restless, and his bed is discomposed, the bed is 
made comfortable again ; the patient’s face and hands are 
cooled with water ; perhaps a cup of tea, or coffee, or beef-tea, 
or arrowroot, kept in readiness by the night attendant, is 
given to him, or sometimes a little tobacco, and thus the 
patient is refreshed in body and soothed in mind, blesses his 
visitors, bids them night, and falls asleep; and thus the 
cries and howls which disturbed the wards so often are heard 


more. 

¢ old system placed all violent and troublesome patients 
ition of dangerous lunatics. The new system 
icted persons, whose brains and nerves are diseased, 
to be restored to health and comfort and reason. 
ple difference of view it is which influences every par- 
in the arrangement of every part of an asylum for the 


I cannot conclude this letter without expressing 
regret that Dr. Lauder Lindsay should have fit in his 
report of Murray’s Royal Asylum, Perth (1865-68), when 

ucing this protection bed to the notice of the committee 
only special appliance or mode of treatment which it 
to him desirable to mention as being little 
or used in British asylums), to renew his ion 
ile fear of the Lunacy Commissioners, a fear which he 
i among all classes of officers in British asylums, 
the way of its introduction into the English county 
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which would probably prevent the introduction with us of his 
new method of restraint. At any rate, a servile fear of in- 
fringing the requirements of manners and professional 
courtesy cannot be retorted against Dr. Lauder Lindsay. 
Lam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
C. Locxnart Ronertson, M.D., F.R.C.P. 
Hayward's Heath, Sussex, December 8th. 








THE SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION OF 
CHOLERA. 
To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 

Sm,—Conceiving that the information contained in the 
enclosed documents may prove interesting to other inquirers 
in the same direction, I have much pleasure in placing them 
at your disposal, instead of retaining them for publication in 
the next annual departmental blue-book. 

Owing to the generous interest of the War Office authorities, 
we have been enabled to send out to India, at the suggestion 
of the Senate of the Army Medical School at Netley, two 
officers belonging to the Indian and British medical services 
respectively, who are fully qualified to enter upon the study of 
the fungoid bodies which, it is asserted, exist in the excreta 
of cholera patients, and to determine the truth or otherwise 
of the hypothesis which assigns a causative relation between 
the presence, growth, and dissemination of these bodies, and 
the origin and development of choleraic disease. The views 
entertained by Professor Pettenkofer, in regard to the influence 
exercised by the permament characters or varying conditions 
of the soil during the seasons when epidemic cholera prevails, 
will likewise form part of the inquiry ; and with this view 
the medical officers in question have been instructed in the 
best methods of observing and recording the changes in the 
level of the ground-water, thetemperature, amount of moisture, 
and decomposing organic matters present in the soil. 

These subjects, in commor with others—such as a repetition 
and extension of Dr. Burdon-Sanderson’s experiments—will 
devolve upon those entrusted with the study of the more 
purely scientific aspects of the inquiry. There are, how- 
ever, besides these, a large number of questions of a less 
technical character, which will form part of the investigation 
that the home authorities are desirous of instituting in India, 
and in the pursuit of these we hope to have the co-operation 
of medical officers generally in that country. An epidemic of 
comparatively recent date, but, unfortunately for the soldier, 
not of unusual occurrence, has lately attracted a considerable 
degree of attention, and it is a matter of gratification to find 
that the Imperial power which holds India should enter on a 
thorough and systematic registration and investigation of all 
the facts connected with cholera, with the hope that we may 
find some means of limiting its ravages. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 
T. G. Loean, Director-General. 





THE ACOUOXYLON.* 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

Sir,—In your journal of last Saturday, December 19th, 
under the communication of Dr, Paul Niemeyer on the 
** Acouoxylon,” you remark in the foot-note, “‘These solid 
stethoscopes have not been found especially advantageous ; 
their chief defect is, that they are heavier than hollow ones, 
&e.” We to state that, at the suggestion of Dr. B. W. 
Foster, of Bistingham, we have made a solid cane stethoscope 
weighing only about half an ounce, a weight considerably less 
than that of most stethoscopes ; it also pot the advantage 
of great conducting power, and is not easily broken. The end 

plied to the chest is made oval, to enable the auscultator to 
obtain a more exact apposition between the ribs. We ex- 


hibited this at the Oxford Meeti of the British 
Medical Association. We are, Sir, cory ba 
Grafton-street, Dec. 22nd, 1868. - COXETER AND Son, _ 





. of the ‘Dr. Niemeyer’s word was last week misprinted 
« . By an error = jemey 
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LONDON : SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26, 1868. 

Tue year 1868 has been one of great political excitement. 
And in one way or other this excitement has continued to this 
hour, and has served to distract the minds of men from subjects 
which are infinitely greater than mere party questions; and the 
grave, earnest treatment of which would do more than any- 
thing else to heal the miserable strife of parties. We are not 
without hope that we shall be able to show that, amid all the 
excitement of the year, our profession has been on the whole 
doing its great quiet work, and seriously and scientifically 
facing some large questions upon which our new lawmakers 
will have to take action if the opprobrious lines of a Bachelor 
of Medicine,—more famous, it must be admitted, for his lines 
than for his prescriptions,—are ever to be falsified : 


“ How small, of all that human hearts endure, 
That part which laws or kings can cause or cure!” 


in connexion with the political changes of the year we must 
express our satisfaction that they were such as to involve a 
considerable addition to the representation of the medical pro- 
fession in Parliament. Not only have some honoured members 
of the profession entered Parliament for the first time, and 
the old medical members for the most part been returned, but 
the representation conceded to the London University and to 
the four Scotch Universities, though scanty enough, is to a 
large extent a representation of medical graduates. The in- 
fluence of the medical graduates in these various constitu- 
encies was apparent enough during the contests from the im- 
portunity with which their votes were sought and the willing- 
ness of the candidates to come under obligation to interest 
themselves in medical and sanitary questions. Apart from purely 
professional considerations, we can only rejoice that our various 
universities are now more fully represented in Parliament; for 
the large admixture of the medical element in them will secure 
a fairer representation of those great sanitary principles upon 
the better understanding of which so much of the future hap- 
piness and character of the country is likely to depend. 

Of all the questions calling urgently for statesmanszhip, 
none is more pressing than that of the condition of the poor. 
Notwithstanding a greater cheapness of bread and some re- 
vival of trade, begging and pauperism are most palpably 
increased, especially in London. Nearly one in every twenty 
persons among us isa pauper. Last year at this time there 
were 872,620 paupers on the roll ; this year there are 927,239. 
The evil is universal ; and it is worst in London. But the 
increase of pauperism is not the only evil. If we had the 
assurance that parochial relief was efficient—that it was doing 
its work and helping the poor out of pauperism quickly,— 
there would be some consolation. But we have not this agsur- 
ance. Notwithstanding the huge sums spent, the public were 
never less sure of the poor being really relieved. There is no 
proper inspection of the relief given and of its operation. The 
public cannot escape from the most pitiful appeals either through 
the press or in the streets. The ratepayer, after paying his 
poor-rates, has to pay them over again in the form of a thou- 





sand conflicting charities. The most effective exposure of the 
character of this poverty, that lies like a heavy incubus on the 
nation, has been the work of men who viewed it from a medical 
point, and gained an insight into that deep knowledge of its 
causes and its effects which medical practitioners are best able 
to acquire, by reason of their peculiar acquaintance with the 
poor. Unfortunately, the Poor-law Board has hitherto been 
unable to get over the routine habit of giving all official work 
to lawyers; and, up to this time, we have the most faulty 
inspection of in-door pauperism, and actually no inspec- 
tion at all of out-door pauperism, though the increase of 
the latter is nearly double that of the former. Months 
ago, perceiving the importance of the question of out- 
door relief, we made it the subject of special inquiry; and 
we venture to believe that the new President of the Poor-law 
Board will find in this inquiry material for the gravest con- 
sideration. In our reports, in such documents as Dr. TRENCH’s 
Reports on Liverpool, in such calculations as those of Dr. CORNER 
into the cost, in an economical point of view, of disease among 
the poor, and in such representations of the defects and griev- 
ances of the present Poor-law system as are supplied from time 
to time by the Metropolitan Poor-law Medical Officers’ Associa- 
tion, under the able presidency of Dr. Rocrrs, who is a sort of 
martyr to his attempts to reform the system,—in these direc- 
tions chiefly will be found the principal incitement to fresh 
efforts on the part of statesmen to make our Poor Law more 
efficient and more creditable than it now is. Lord Drvon 
has entirely failed at the Poor-law Board. He has shown him- 
self more anxious about providing comfortable places for his 
friends than making the administration of the law really 
efficient. It remains to be seen whether Mr. Goscnen can do 
anything to save a system which makes so many paupers, and 
relieves so few. 

It is satisfactory to record that our Farnham Report 
was held by the whole press and public to have been fully 
substantiated by the facts brought out at the public inquiry, 
and that the feeling aroused in the national mind by this, 
which was the most striking of all the instances of Poor-law 
abuses, gave an immense impulse to reform. It is a fact that 
the direct consequence of the revelations at Farnham was to 
rouse an entirely unwonted activity at the Poor-law Board, 
and to cause the most stringent orders to be issued to scores of 
country workhouses, involving changes larger than any which 
had been made since the new Poor Law came into existence. 

A new and important subject has occupied our columns 
during the summer months, and has only been suspended that 
our Commissioner may extend his observations beyond the 
region of the metropolis, to which his attention was at first 
confined. The manner in which our soldiers are housed and 
treated has hitherto been a question which has been pretty 
carefully excladed from the public eye. Heads of departments 
twenty years ago would have been horrified to see a LANCET 
Commissioner walking up their stairs. Generals of divisions 
would have regarded his visits asa piece of gross impertinence, 
and colonels would have sent him about his business with no 
kindly blessing. But things are rapidly changing. Even 
Ministers of War begin to know that the cost of necessary 
improvements can only be obtained through the force of en- 
lightened public opinion, and that exposure to daylight is the 
shortest and most effectual method of remedying an evil. 





This has already been exemplified more than once ; and as the 
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field of labour is most extensive, we shall do our best, by | 
careful observation and accurate reports, to maintain the 
prestige which is so essential to success. Without desiring to 
infringe upon the privileges of the Army Medical Department, 


the reports of whose officers are too often put aside by officials | 


who seem incapable of appreciating their value, we shall hope | 
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Dility to pay pecuniary a to persons whom the mal- 
feasance has injured.” 

In the Report of Dr. Farr on the Cholera Epidemic of 1866 
in England we have not only brought together all the facts 
relative to the fatality of the disease and its distribution, as 
derived from unquestionable sources, but the principal 


to enforce greater attention to sanitary arrangements, and such theories of propagation are also stated with much precision, 
improvements in military administration -generally as shall | and their scientific value is discussed with impartiality. We 


conduce to the health and welfare of the soldier and his | 


regret that great and increasing pressure on our space has 


family, the better treatment of the sick, and to an improve- | prevented us from giving more ample notice to Dr. Farr’s 


ment in the status of the medical staff, as well as in the | 


estimation in which it is held. 

The year, with all its faults, has not been a very deadly 
one. And yet there has been a great deal of both sickness 
and mortality. The summer was exceptionally long, hot, and 
dry; indeed, it was so peculiar in these characteristics that 
1868 will be long distinguished as the year with the hot 
summer. About the 21st of July heat was the universal sub- 
ject of the talk of men, and the thermometer was observed at 
Tunbridge Wells to be 150°3° inthe sun. At first, as Dr. GLoveR 
pointed out in our columns, the effect of this heat on public 
health was the production of an unusual degree of asthenia. 
Soon this gave place to the more ordinary effects of heat, and 
especially to severe and intractable diarrhwa among children. 
In one week—that ending the 25th of July—the deaths in 
London reached the enormous number, for summer, of 1885. 
Cases of sunstroke were numerous, and not a few were fatal. 
The diarrhea was particularly fatal to very young children ; 
but many grown-up and old people were much prostrated by 
the heat. 

We are disposed to class amongst the important events of 
the year the numerous and well-reported outbreaks of typhoid 
fever. Among these may be specified the outbreak at Terling, 
which began in 1867; at Canton, a district in Cardiff; at 
Hinckley Union, Leicestershire; at Walton-le-Dale, near 
Preston ; at the Garnkirk Fire-clay Works, near Glasgow; at 
Stroud; at North Shields, and in various other places, London 
not excepted, where there has been an unusual amount of 
typhoid. The conditions in which these outbreaks originated 
were in many cases very carefully investigated, and with 
the effect of showing a wholesale poisoning of air or water, 
generally water, with sewage matter. The case of Terling, in 
Essex, is already classical, thanks to Dr. Toornr’s report. Of 
900 people, 300 were attacked, and 41 of the number died. 
The case of the Garnkirk Works, investigated by Dr. Perry, 
of Glasgow, whose name is a sufficient guarantee of accuracy 
in anything connected with fever, is recorded in a most in- 
teresting way in Tut Lancer of June 17th. Its interest con- 
sists in the demonstration not only of an excremental poisoning 
of water, but of the apparent usefulness of filtering water be- 
fore using it for culinary or drinking purposes. What more 
does the public need to prove to them the duty of keeping air 
and water sweet and pure. The mode of transmission of typhoid 
is now so well made out that the question no longer rests with 
scientific men, but with the sanitary authorities, who are 
almost culpable for the occurrence of an outbreak of any ex- 
tent. So well is this established that Mr. Suwon, in his ad- 
mirable Tenth Report, says he “‘thinks the time has come 
when, not only as regards commercial water companies, but 
also as regards local sanitary authorities, certain sorts of mal- 
feasance should involve an obvious and unquestionable lia- 





Report than we have been able to do, but our readers will re- 
member that we showed how conclusively the theory of water- 
propagation, first broached by Dr. Snow, and adopted at the 
very outset by Dr. Farr, in reference to the East London out- 
break, was confirmed by all the facts of the case, by 
analogy with the Newcastle-on-Tyne outbreak in 1853, the 
full particulars of which are detailed in his Report, and by the 
elaborate and conclusive investigation carried out by Mr. J. N, 
RADCLIFFE. 

This influence of water-pollution, and the mode in which 
cholera is propagated, have received fresh and striking illus- 
tration in the Report of the Sanitary Commissioner on the 
Cholera Epidemic of Northern India in 1867, upon which we 
have so lately and fully commented. 

At home there have been several severe local outbreaks of 
that other discreditable, because avoidable, epidemic, small- 
pox, —as in Hertford, Woolwich, and Sheffield. It has generally 
coincided with queer notions about, or loose practice of, 
vaccination. The case of Sheffield is the most flagrant : 268 
people have died of small-pox since the beginning of July, 
most of them unvaccinated. In London generally the disease 
has been decidedly less fatal lately, and this fact, says the 
Registrar-General, may be attributed to successful vaccina- 
tion. In the first ten months of this year only 7 deaths 
were registered in Ireland, where vaccination is practised more 
systematically than in England. 

The sanitary state of some important towns has been 
specially investigated by our own Commissioners, and their 
Reports challenge comparison with those which emanate from 
the Privy Council. The state of Brighton is still the subject 
of discussion. A cloud has passed over the sunshine of con- 
tinual prosperity ; and it is to be hoped that the very serious 
evils pointed out in our Keport may be eventually dealt with 
by the town authorities. Our Report on Guildford has been 
of incalculable value by forcing the authorities of that locality 
into unwonted energetic action to meet the extensive and 
fatal epidemic of scarlatina which raged throughout the town, 
A medical officer of health has been appointed ; an hospital 
for treating infectious cases is in course of erection. A new 
water-supply must be sought for; and proposals are being 
made to do away with cesspools, and introduce, as we advo- 
cated, the dry-earth system. At North Shields the accidental 
visit of one of our Commissioners revealed the presence of a 
typhoid epidemic—a fact which demonstrates the necessity of 
having a carefully prepared account of prevailing disease pub- 
lished weekly for the information of the inhabitants. We shall 
be prepared to continue similar investigations whenever occa- 
sion offers, in the conviction that a genuine expression of 
public opinion will be found more powerful for good than 
official reports, however wisely and truthfully made. 
Scarlatina has been extensively diffused through the country, 
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and very fatal in London. Unfortunately the means for sup- 
pressing or curtailing it are still very imperfect. A few cases 
of cerebro-spinal meningitis have been reported in Dublin. 
The prevalence and etiology of phthisis is a subject which 
has attracted much attention during the year. This is one 
of the greatest and most melancholy problems in medical 
science ; but even here light is arising. The further inves- 
tigations of Dr. Bucnanan into the relation of phthisis to 
dampness of soil only confirm his conclusion that improved 
land drainage and works of sewerage, by which the soil 
of towns is dried, have a material effect in reducing the 
mortality of phthisis. It is only fair to remember here 
that this conclusion had been arrived at by Dr. Bowprrcn, 
of Boston, in or before 1862, and that he then represented the 
belief of a connexion between dampness of soil and phthisis to 
be general in Massachussetts. Dr. BucHANAN’S investigations 
were made in ignorance of Dr. Bowprtcn’s, which makes thie 
common conclusion much more striking and reliable. The 
pathology of phthisis as well as its etiology are undergoing 
development, and receiving illustration in various ways. 
Our own pathologists, conspicuously Dr. Burpon-SanpERSON 
and Dr. Wrisow Fox, have, in the current year, in testing the 
views of VILLEMIN, done admirable work, accounts of which 
will be found in our own pages. They have shown that 
mechanical irritation, like that of a seton, the inoculation of 
vaccine lymph or putrid muscle, will give rise in some cases 
to results like those ViLLEMIN obtained from the inoculation 
of tubercle. Tubercle is apparently a thing not so sharply de- 
finable as we have hitherto supposed. The more we attempt 
to define it, and separate it histologically from other products, 
the more difficult is the task, and we are more and more im- 
pressed with the importance of the constitutional character of 
the disease. This point was strongly insisted upon in a paper 
by Dr. Witks which appeared in our columns on June 6th. 
Though few will yet believe in the local origin of most cases 
of tubercle proper, and though for some time to come the 
clinical and constitutional character of tuberculosis is likely to 
be a surer guide than its microscopical characters, yet it must 
be admitted that ViLLEmin’s investigations have been most 
suggestive, as they were highly original. Dr. WrLson Fox says 
(Tue Lancet, May 30th), ‘“‘The mode of producing tubercle 
is a problem which up to the time of M. VILLEMIN’s researches 
had never been solved.” Though Dr. Fox has got successful 
inoculations from other things besides tubercle, he makes the 
important admission ‘‘that tubercle certainly is more effective 
than others, for we have never failed with tubercle, properly 
so called, nor with tubercular pneumonia, using the word 
generally to signify all the low pneumonias about the nature of 
which any discussion exists.” Among the triumphs of modern 
meédicine we have to record the improved treatment of phthisis. 
This subject has been authoritatively illustrated in our 
columns by Dr. C. J. B. Witttams, and his son, Dr. C. T. 
WitiiaMs, in joint papers on Phthisis. We are now able to 
look hopefully upon cases of phthisis, and by dint of care, 
good sanitation, and medicines, to prolong life by years, as 
compated with the experience of physicians twenty or thirty 


years ago. 

We have already mentioned the Tenth Report of Mr. Stow, 
and made allusion to several investigations which it records. 
This report is the best thing accomplished by the Medical 
Department of the Privy Council. It is really a most valuable 








mine of original observation. The investigations of Dr. 
BucuaNnan, and those of Dr. SanpERson, have been already 
alluded to. Dr. Tauptcuum’s Report on researches intended 
to promote an improved chemical identification of diseases is 
a striking mass of chemical and physiological information and 
suggestion. 

Our columns have been the medium of publication of 
numerous and important original communications. Amongst 
others, a Schetne of Medical Tuition, by Dr. Parkes ; 
Lectures on Lithotomy by Semilunar Incision, by Sir 
Witt Ferrevssoy, and of a case in point, by Mr. 
Ericusen ; on Diseases of the Urinary Organs, by Sir Hanky 
THomPson ; papers on the Sanitary Condition of the British 
Army ih India, by Sir Ranatp Martiy; on Varicosity and 
Uleér of the Lower Limbs, by Mr. Gay; on Chancres in Un- 
usual Places, by Mr. Bryant; the Lettsomian Lectures on 
the Diagnosis and Management of Lung Diseases in Children, 
by Dr. Gzorce Brocnanan ; papers on Phthisis (as already 
mentioned), by Drs. WriL1AMs ; Lectures on Emphysema, by 
Dr. Greennow ; Illustrations of the Impairment of the Power 
of Intelligent Language in Connexion with Diseases of the 
Nervous System, by Dr. Jonn W. Ocie ; Concerning Aphasia, 
by Dr. MavupsLty ; Experiments with the Poison of the Cobra 
di Capella, by Dr. SHortr, of the Madras Presidency ; Spinal 
Hemplegia, by Dr. Brown-Séquarp ; on the Theory of Alco- 
holic Stimulation in Pyrexial Diseases, by Dr. ANsTIE; on 
the Artificial Production of Tubercle in the Lower Animals, 
by Dr. Wrison Fox ; on Gastric Epilepsy, by Dr. Packt, of 
Cambridge ; on the Detection of Lung-Tistue in the Sputa 
of Phthisical Persons, by Dr. Samvet Fenwick ; on the Ap- 
plication of the Forceps, by Dr. Grarty Hewrrr; on the 
Pathology of the Suppression of Urine, by Dr. Ropers, of 
Manchester; on the Treatment of Ulcer of the Stomach, 
by Dr. B. W. Foster, of Birmingham, &c. &c. 

The publication in our columns of a series of articles em- 
bodying the contemporary research and discovery of foreign 
observers has, we are glad to know, done much to increase 
the scientific value of Tue LANncet; and the eminence of the 
authority from whom they emanate is the best guarantee for 
their trustworthiness. 

One of the most important departments of u medical journal 
is that in which hospital practice is reported. Week by week 
in our “‘ Mirror” we have recorded cases of interest occurring 
in the hospitals of the metropolis and provinces, and noted 
down the progress of science in the diagnosis and treatment of 
disease. A novel feature we introduced last year has continued 
to afford valuable information and instruction. We allude to 
the comparing of the mode in which certain very common 
affections are treated in the out-patient departments of the 
London hospitals. The large experience therein derived has 
been for the first time brought prominently before the notice 
of the profession. The general expressions of approval which 
we have received, and the extent to which these articles have 
been quoted in journals published in various quarters, en- 
courage us to believe that we have satisfied an acknowledged 
want in this part of journalistic information. We may refer 
more especially to the subjects of Ulcer of the Lég, Morning 
Sickness in Prégnancy, Muscular Rheumatism, amongst those 
which have been treated of durihg the past year. Nor should 
we omit to mention tlie important record of information 
respecting the use of carbolic acid in the metropolitati hos- 
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pitals, which will be found in recent pages of the ‘‘ Mirror.’ 
It is unnecessary to explain how valuable must be the 
collection of the opinions respecting this agent formed by 
surgeons so extensively occupied as those holding appoint- 
ments in the various metropolitan hospitals. Through our 
Paris correspondent we have been able from time to time to 
give some account of the practice of French hospitals, in addi- 
tion to our usual reports of London and provincial hospitals. 

The great subject of Therapeutics, or of the measures which 
cure or help to cure disease, makes steady progress. The ob- 
servation of diseased processes where left to themselves, and 
of the action of medicines upon them, is stricter and closer than 
it ever was. It is satisfactory to know that the closer study of 
the action of medicines, if it does not reveal specific curative 
effects over diseased processes, as it generally does not, yet shows 
the great power of medicine to favour the strong natural ten- 
dency of disease to pass into health, Among the best and 
most original therapeutic work of the year must be classed Dr. 
Joun Har.ey’s Gulstonian Lectures ‘‘On the Physiological 
and Medicinal Use of Conium, of Henbane, of Belladonna, 
and of the Combination of Henbane and Opium.” Let any- 
one compare such observations with the ramblings of Hanne- 
MANN, and he will understand the difference between obser. 
vation and fancy, between science and nonsense. We sincerely 
hope that Dr. Harvey will do for many other articles of the 
materia medica what he has done for the above. The use of 
the Calabar bean in cases of tetanus still continues to be the 
subject of anxious but, on the whole, successful experiment. 
One unsuccessful case has been published lately; but 
Dr. Exen. Watson, in Tae Lancer of April 4th, reports 
that five cases out of six which had come to his knowledge 
had been cured. Dr. T. R. Fraser has reported eleven 
cases and nine recoveries. A very interesting question of the 
year has been the anesthetic virtue of protoxide of nitrogen ; 
but we have so lately published the report of the Odontological 
Society on this subject, and our comments, that we need not 
dwell upon it. We have elsewhere remarked on the growing 
success of the treatment of phthisis. The treatment of dia- 
thesis, with all the auxiliaries of a good hygiene, is amongst 
the most characteristic features of modern medicine, though it 
only resembles in this the highest views of Hirrocrarrs and 
his school. We can only afford to notice one other 
therapeutical experiment —if it be yet an experiment,— 
and it shali be from the domain of surgery. Professor 
Lister has good reason to be satisfied with the testimony 
that comes from almost all quarters of the truth of his teaching 
as to the control of carbolic acid over the process of suppura- 
tion and putrefaction in wounds, and, through these, over one 
of the most deadly states which patients get into under the 
actual treatment of our best hospitals, and over some of the 
hitherto most incurable diseases of bone. The communica- 
tions of Mr. Rurnerrorp Riiry (of New Zealand), of Mr. 
Wyte (of Bavaria), of Mr. Hammron (of Canonbury), and 
of Mr. Pearson CRESSWELL’s cases of the Dowlais Ironworks, 
Merthyr Tydvil, are all very striking. Mr. Cressweu. says 
that the use of carbolic acid in the treatment of wounds and 
fractures has created a revolution in the surgical practice 
at the Dowlais works. From all the above it may be deduced 
that medicine proper, both in medical and surgical regions, is 
becoming exacter and more effective. We must go on for a 
long time yet accumulating facts and observations before we 








can formulate any great principle. Meantime we are relieving 


pain, lengthening life, and sometimes saving it—saving limbs, 
aad shortening exhaustive processes. 

The various Societies and Associations of the profession 
The 
youngest of them all—the Clinical—has been so successful in 
its initiatory stages, and has published so creditable a volume 
of Transactions, as to have already made a good reputation for 
itself, as well as stimulated the energies of other Societies. 
It began most auspiciously by an address, characteristically 
elegant and practical, from Sir Tuomas Watson. This 
address set forth that the two great objects of the attention of 
the Clinical Society would be the natural history of disease 
and the degree to which that could be beneficially modified by 
scientific treatment. 


have been remarkably active during the past year. 


Other Medical Societies are perceiving 
that the cure of diseases, and the introduction of greater ac- 
curacy and precision into therapeutics, are really the ultimate 
end of their existence. The Harveian Society thus appointed 
a Therapeutical Committee, and assigned it some very inter- 
esting points for investigation. The Medical Society of 
London, under the active presidency of Dr. Ricnarpson, 
has revived the question of Bloodletting. The Pathological 
Society is still very severely pathological ; but it does good 
work, The Medical and Chirurgical Society scarcely maintains 
its reputation and its prosperity. The surgical element seems 
predominant in it, and many surgical cases of great interest 
have been discussed in the course of the year. But some of 
its medical discussions have been interesting, as, for example, 
one on Infantile Remittent Fever, and another on certain 
points in the Physiology and Pathology of the Fifth Pair of 
Nerves, founded on a most remarkable and probably unique case 
reported by Dr. Atruavs. At the annual meeting very serious 
dissatisfaction was expressed with the Transactions, and it 
may be expected that in future, both in regard to what is con- 
tained and what is omitted, they will be more satisfactory to 
the Fellows. One of the most useful and prosperous Societies 
is the Obstetrical Society. Among the most noticeable of its 
proceedings have been a history of the Florence Nightingale 
Ward in King’s College Hospital, and a discussion on Puer- 
peral Fever in the British Lying-in Hospital, and on treat- 
ment. The great discovery of obstetric science is the danger 
of obstetric hospitals. 

The Medical Associations call for some notice in our sum- 
mary. The Medical Teachers’ Association made itself felt 
through its president on the occasion of its first meeting. It 
would be quite true to say that nothing that the Medical 
Teachers’ Association has since done has produced so much 
effect as Mr. Stmon’s opening address, in which he most elo- 
quently and truly denounced the defects of the Examining 
Boards of the country (especially the College of Surgeons of 
England), and showed the impossibility of raising the character 
of education so Jong as examination continues so unsatisfactory. 
Mr. Simon made very light of all regulations and details of 
teaching. He insisted on a crucial examination, and desiderated 
very little dictation to the student as to the order or nature 
of his studies. 
matter as its president ; but considering that it is composed 
entirely of teachers, whose interests may be affected by im- 
pending changes, it shows itself very liberal and earnest. Its 
Council has condemned, in its Report on the present conditions 
of medical study, the existing system of certification and regis- 


The Association is scarcely so radical in this 
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tration as excessive, and urges such compulsory subdivisions of 


examination as shall ensure that the student learns in each 
period the matter which he is expected to learn. As regards 
examiners, ‘‘the examiners in each subject should represent 
the very best special knowledge at the time.” 

The British Medical Association held at Oxford one of 
the most brilliant meetings it has ever had. Whether we 
consider the place and its associations, or the character of the 
addresses — conspicuously those of Dr. Actanp, Dr. Gutt, 
Dr. Rotieston, and Professor Haveuton —and of its dis- 
cussions, we must look upon the meeting of 1868 as a most 
memorable and creditable one. Dr. Bennert’s report on 
Mercury was important, and settles what had been before 
stated by others, that mercury does not increase the flow of 
bile, at least in dogs ; though this must be allowed to have 
little bearing on the therapeutic value of mercury to human 
beings—a point of the greatest importance, on which we have 
lately expressed ourselves. At both the British Association 
and the Social Science Association, subjects of medical in- 
terest were discussed. In the former, deep questions of 
physiology, and in the latter, sanitary questions of hospital 
administration, were discussed, the sanitary department being 
under the presidency of Dr. Rumsey. 

Amongst the young associations that are thriving are the 
Edinburgh Graduates’ Club and the St. Andrews Graduates’ 
Association. The former is chiefly social in its objects, and 
has now the Duke of Arcy e for its president. The latter is 
more pretentious, and not only dines, but discusses everything 
in both ‘‘the World of Physic, and the World.” The St. 
Andrews medical graduates owe to their Association, and its in- 
defatigable president, their parliamentary representation. What 
are the Aberdeen graduates about not to have an association ? 

The General Medical Council did some noticeable things 
at its meeting in 1868— some creditable, and others not 
so creditable. Moved very much by Dr. Parxes’s repre- 
sentations in the Papers on Medical Tuition which we had 
published, it appointed a committee to consider and report 
how the various subjects of medical education may be taught 
with most advantage; in what order they may be studied; 
and how the examinations on them ought to be arranged. It 
is understood that this committee, under Mr. Syme and Dr. 
PaRKES, are accumulating very important opinions from the 
principal teachers of the country; though some of these 
which have been published seem to show that there will be a 
strong conservative attachment to existing modes to be over- 
come, the teachers in each department thinking that depart- 
ment especially worthy of much study. The Council further 
took steps to secure a more thorough preliminary examination 
of all students entering the profession. It also appointed a 
committee, on the motion of Dr. AcLAND, to consider the steps 
to be taken for granting diplomas in State Medicine. Finally, 
the General Medical Council, by a huge majority, rejected the 
idea of a representation of the profession in the Council. This 
illiberality is not likely to increase the affection of the profes- 
sion for the Council. We can only hope that Dr. ANpREw 
Woop will ‘‘educate” his colleagues to a sense of the reason- 
ableness and justice of his own views. But he will not suc- 
ceed if he is not enthusiastically supported by the profession. 
Indeed, apart from this support he cannot be expected to take 
much more trouble in the matter. 

The proceedings of the Royal Colleges of the profession 


call for such constant criticism at our hands, that we can only 
here touch upon the very salient parts of their history in the 
medical year. 

The College of Physicians has earned the thanks of the pro- 
fession by its new nomenclature of disease. The immense 
labour implied in this achievement can only be known to those 
who have been concerned in it, and especially to Dr. Sisson, 
to whom we owe the index, and who acted as secretary. The 
year will be somewhat memorable to members of the College 
as the year in which, on the motion of Dr. C. J. B. WiLu1aMs, 
some victory was gained over the oligarchy of the College in 
regard to the election of Fellows. It is now in the power of 
any two or more Fellows to recommend the name of any 
member, whom they deem worthy of the Fellowship, to the 
Council : the grounds of nomination to be stated. 

The College of Surgeons is slowly and most unwillingly 
becoming leavened with reform. Twice during the past year 
has an attempt been made by the more enlightened members 
of its Council to improve its Court of Examiners by appointing 
extra examiners in physiology, in accordance with the legal 
opinion which authorised such appointments. On each occa- 
sion the vested interests of the present examiners have proved 
sufficiently weighty to overbalance the much-needed reform ; 
but on the last occasion, thanks to the eliminative policy pur- 
sued at the annual election, the two parties were very nearly 
matched, and the next effort in the same direction must be 
crowned with success, The retirement of Messrs. Sovru, 
Luxe, and Wormatp from the Court of Examiners has 
added three new members, in the persons of Messrs. Apams, 
Lang, and Busk ; thus bringing the past to the unwonted 
standard of the preceding year, when also three new names 
were added to the examiners’ list. The annual election in 
July was fruitful in good results, Messrs. Simon, Humpnry, 
and Hoipen taking the places of Sir Wau. Lawrence, Mr. 
Honesox, and Mr. Parrriper. The correspondence which 
has taken place between two eminent provincial surgeons 
and the President of the College respecting the rights of the 
Fellows to discuss the merits of candidates for the Council, 
was published exclusively in Tue Lancet, and cannot fail to 
bring about this much-needed reform, including the assertion 
of the undoubted right of the Fellows to meet within their 
own College. Some modification of the College professorships 
has taken place during the past year, by which the Council 
has been enabled to appoint, for the first time, a lecturer on 
anatomy and physiology, under the Arris and GALE trust ; 
and their choice fell very worthily on Mr. Hutxe, whose lec- 
tures will appear in the columns of this journal. Two attempts 
have been made by the reforming party in the Council to 
obtain publicity for their proceedings. The last effort proved 
partially successful, at least to the extent of authorising a 
report of the Council’s proceedings being given to the public 
a month after date. We have already exposed the futility 
and absurdity of the plan, which can only be regarded as a 
stepping-stone to the admission of reporters for the press. 
Probably the greatest reform which has been worked within 
the College during the past year has been the introduction of 
examiners in medicine for both diplomas. Drs, Peacock and 
| Witks have conducted but one examination for the member- 
| ship at present; and it is probable, now that medicine is 
| favourably recognised at Lincoln’s-inn-fields, that the majority 
of candidates will provide themselves with a medical diploma 
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before entering the College portals. In this case the labours 
of the examiners will be light ; but their influence for good 
will have been great if they succeed in inducing a proper 
study of disease and its treatment on the part of the younger 
members of the profession. 

Great changes must, we imagine, take place in the organisa- 
tion of our Army and Navy, and the medical branches of those 
services will no doubt receive attention. We have sketched, 
in a tentative way, the ideas which we hold upon the subject 
of their remodeling. The consolidation of the regular army, 
militia, and volunteers ; the system of recruiting ; the pro- 
position as to shortening the period of the soldier’s service in 
the regular army, during which he might fairly be required to 
remain unmarried, and thus saving an enormous expenditure 
for increased barrack accommodation ;—all these, and many 
other similar matters, must engage the attention of Parliament, 
and cannot fail to affect in many ways every department of 
the army. We were enabled to lay tefore our readers a good 
deal of interesting matter connected with Abyssinia as a 
country, and the campaign which had so successful a termina- 
tion. The medical officers of the British and Indian services 
respectively scarcely obtained the credit they deserved, al- 
though the promotions were numerous. The s}stem by which 
such promotions are regulated appears to require revision and 
alteration. The epidemic prevailing at the Mauritius was one 
of great importance, and our articles thereon attracted con- 
siderable public attention. The greater portion of the garrison 
has now been removed from this island. 

The year has been marked in the annals of the naval medi- 
cal service by events most disastrous to its well-being—the 
breaking faith with the service in the person of Dr. Stewart, 
of Plymouth, who was superseded without regard to the regu- 
lations of the service ; and the insult which was inflicted upon 
it in the person of Dr. Srrriinc, whose summary dismissal 
from the Cape of Good Hope by the arbitrary conduct of 
Commodore RanpoLru we have freely commented upon. Such 
events as these, felt as they have been by every member of the 
service, cannot but have a depressing effect upon all; and 
though some recent promotions have done something to relieve 
the stagnation which weighed the service down, its members 
cannot be said to be in either a happy or a contented frame of 
mind. In minor matters relating to the service of the sick, 
the Admiralty has exercised judicious liberality, and the new 
scale of drugs, &c., leave little to be desired as regards the 
personnel of our floating hospitals. 

In the Imperial legislation of the year, the most noticeable 
Act was the Pharmacy Act; requiring henceforth the regis- 
tration of all chemists and druggists. Those who are already 
in business can be registered without examination. Those 
who have been acting as assistants have to pass a modified 
examination—severe enough, we learn, to be impassable by a 
large proportion of those who present themselves for exami- 
nation. By the meddling substitution of the word “ apothe- 
cary” for the words ‘‘ medical practitioner,” great fear has 
been occasioned lest the right of practitioners to dispense their 
own medicines has been interfered with. This error is likely 
to be rectified by an amendment of the Act. 

Almost one of the last public measures of Mr. Disrag.i’s 
government was the appointment, at the urgent suggestion of 
the Social Science Association and the British Medical Asso- 


THE ANNUS MEDICUS 1868, 





he (Dec. 26, 1868. 833 


operation of the laws relating to public health in the United 
Kingdom. We have so recently discussed some of the possible 
eventualities of this important inquiry, that we need now only 
express our earnest hope that the Commission will be able 
within a moderate space of time to develop satisfactory plans 
for the amendment and codification of our sanitary laws, and 
for the establishment of a Council or Board of Health which 
shall command the confidence of sanitarians and the medical 
profession. 

Though there has been no fresh legislation in the way of 
extending to the civil population the benefits of the Contagious 
Diseases Act, this subject has by no means stood still during 
the year. A Metropolitan Association is working hard to pro- 
mote this extension, and held a very powerful meeting in July, 
at which Sir Taomas Watson very lucidly set forth the moral 
and medical arguments upon which the Society acted. There 
have been similar meetings at various important towns through- 
out the country, at which men of the highest moral standing 
have given the sanction of their support to the recognition of 
the principle of the Act. The Act has already, under all sorts 
of disadvantages, done such wonders in the reduction of 
syphilitic disease in Aldershot, Plymouth, Sheerness, and 
other places, that this movement cannot stop where it is. It 
must goon. We need be under no fear of making vice safe. 
When we have done our best to mitigate its penalties, these 
will remain strong enough to deter those who are to be so 
deterred. The power of the Act to lessen the spread of vene- 
real diseases is at present defeated by limiting its action. 

Any medical summary of the year would be very imperfect 
without a notice of the evidence afforded in various places of 
a growing determination in the profession, first to be better 
paid for its work, and, secondly, to be more chary about doing 
any work at all gratuitously ; and this not from any indisposi- 
tion to be as kind as the profession has always had the repu- 
tation of being, but from a conviction that medical services 
which are given too cheaply are apt to be very inadequately 
appreciated. In Birmingham, Oldbury, Sovthampton, Masbro’, 
and other places, resolutions have been adopted to take no 
fresh club appointments under five shillings per head. The 
question of gratuitous service was most aptly raised in the Bir- 
mingham General Dispensary. As the institution was over- 
flowing with wealth, the honorary officers naturally thought 
they should havean honorarium in recognition of their arduous 
services. But alas! neither the committee nor the governors 
saw the thing in the same light. The honorary staff resigned. 
The whole arrangements of the institution were reorganised, 
and one member of the staff, without consultation with his 
colleagues, took office as honorary physician, on the under- 
standing that he was to receive an honorarinm of 100 guineas 
annually. In the towns where the stand for an increased rate 
per head in sick clubs has been made, there have been too 
generally forthcoming men who were ready to spoil a great 
reasonable raovement for the sake of immediate advantage to 
themselves. No doubt, increased or new charges for attendance 
on the industrious sick require to be made slowly, and duly 
discussed and considered before they are made ; but it remains 
true that medical service has been lowered in public estimation 
by being made too cheap, and it is a duty which the profession 
owes to itself to hold high the value of its services. If bread 
were given away, it would be despised. And it is the same 
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A few well-earned honours have been conferred on 
members of the profession, Dr. Jenner has, by the just 
grace of her Majesty, become Sir W1LiLiAM JENNER, Bart., 
and the profession could content itself with no other mode of 
expressing its sense of her Majesty's act than a banquet of 
congratulation, presided over by all the genius and the genial- 
ness that are suggested by the name of Dr. Parkes, of Netley. 
Sir James Srwpson received the freedom of the city of Edin- 
burgh in acknowledgment of his discoveries. A marble bust of 
Professor QuAIN was presented to the Council of University 
College by 250 of his old pupils. Dr. Jonn Har.ey received 
an address and a very elegant silver claret jug, from the 
students of King’s College attending his lectures on phy- 
siology in the evening department. Dr. Ricnarpson received 
a purse with more than a thousand sovereigns, and a handsome 
microscope by Ross, which must have been pleasures to him 
only less than the speech of Mr. Pacer with which they were 
presented, Comparisons are never more odious than in the 
matter of honours. But simple history requires us to say that 
the claims of our art have been more splendidly recognised 
across the Channel during the past year than on any occasion 
in this country. The illustrious N&Laron has been called to 
the Senate by the Emperor, and the grandeur of the compli- 
ment was matched by the manner of it. NELATON re- 
ceived a note from the Prince Imperial, saying he knew his 
doctor had just been named a Senator, and he wished to be 
the first to announce the event. It is understood that NELATON 
is free to continue his practice, which is said to be worth 
500,000 francs a year! All honour to the Emperor for so 
honouring NELATON. 

Amongst the great events of the year, we must not omit 
mention of the fact that her Majesty the QuEEN so far over- 
came her love of retirement as to lay, on Wednesday morning, 
the 13th of May, the foundation stone of the new Royal 
Hospital of St. Thomas. 

The year will be memorable as that of the opening of the 
Thames Embankment, an achievement the more interesting to 
us as the first proposal of such a work originated with a member 
of our profession, the late Dr. Marsnatt Hatt, 

There is one personal regret to which we cannot but allude. 
It arises out of the difficulty of giving publicity to the rapidly 
increasing number of communications which we receive. From 
time to time steps have been taken to meet the demand made 
upon our space by permanent enlargements of this journal from 
its original size of thirty-two pages to forty, forty-eight, fifty- 
two, and fifty-six pages, the latter being at present the stan- 
dard size, though during the twelvemonth which is now closing 
more than a third of the numbers contained sixty-four pages. 
Still the difficulty exists; and in truth—representing, as we 
do, the entire profession in the United Kingdom, and its 
members scattered throughout all parts of the world, and 
considering how many additional and important questions of 
vital moment to the members of the profession have been 
mooted during the past few years, and how continually Tue 
Lancet is appealed to to ventilate grievances and to dis- 
cuss questions affecting the public services—this is not sur- 
prising. But special means have again been taken to secure 
the convenience and to meet the requirements of our readers. 
A colonial and foreign edition on thin paper is now issued, 
and agents have been appointed at various places so as to 
afford increased facilities for the early circulation of the 





journal in America, India, Australia, Canada, and other parts. 
Arrangements, too, have been made for giving 500 supple- 
mental columns during the forthcoming year. It would be 
affectation in us to withhold an expression of gratification at 
the position which Tue Lancer has now attained both in 
professional and public estimation. 

The obituary of the profession, as usual, sadly mars the 


retrospect of the year. Mr. Trax, of Leeds, Dr. Kennioy, 


of Harrogate; Dr. Wurrz, of Newcastle-on-Tyne ; Dr. Wm. 
EmmManvet Pace; Mr. Freperick Satmon; Dr. Roperr 


BerrH, Deputy Inspector-General of Hospitals and Fleets ; 
Dr. R. Hastrinas, of the Royal Navy; Mr. U. P. Broprres ; 
Dr. Ray, of Dulwich; Sir James Brown Grnson, M.D.., 
K.C.B,; Georck Fayrer, M.D., F.R.C.S.; Surgeon-Major 
Hues Crawrorp Watsue, R.H.A.; Dr. Turoporr Gorpon 
Bone; Dr. Duncan R. Rennie; Mr. Natruanret Warp; 
Dr. J. Vincent Hawkins; Dr. HENDERSON ; 
Mr. Henry Mires Atkinson; Sir Jonn Lippe, K.C.B., 
M.D., F.R.8.; Mr. Wiitram Farrrax Sporrorra; Dr. 
Wirnrincros ; Mr. Freperick Powe.t, Assistant-Surgeon, 
2nd Battalion of the Royal Regiment; Dr. J. C. Nicoson, 
of the Bombay Army; Dr. Francis H. RamsporHam; Mr. 
Benjamin Travers; Joun Exxtiotson, M.D. Cantab.; Dr. 
Wiiituam M‘Kenzie; Mr. Toomas Erp Baker; Surgeon- 
Major Jupp, F.R.C.S.; Mr. Borromiry, F.R.C.S.; Dr. 
W. B. Herarara; Dr. Jonn Roperrson Sispatp; Mr. H. 
Brown, of Windsor; Mr. Pyue, of Earsdon ; Mr. WiLLtams, 
of Dolgelly; AtpeRMAN Parrripce, Esq., F.R.C.S.; Dr. 
Tuomas Hivirer, F.R.C.P.; Dr. Josern Brown, of Sunder- 
land ; Dr. Hosson, of Leeds; Dr. Puriiies, J.P.; Dr. Cowan, 
of Reading; Grorce Netson Epwarps, M.D. Cantab.; and 
Mr. Everarp Avevustus Branpr,—are the names which 
show how much the public and the profession have lost by 
death during the past year. The deaths of M. Serres (of 
Paris), Marrzveci, Sir Davin Brewster, Scninpern (of 
Basle), and Lord Brovenam, are also to be specially noted 
by us. 


Dr. BADDELEY ; 





Pedical Bnuatations, 


“Ne quid nimis.” 








THE MEDICAL TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


Tue last of the adjourned general meetings of this Associa- 
tion, held to consider and discuss the report of its Council on 
Medical Education, was held on Friday, the 18th inst., when 
the discussion was at last brought to a close, and the report 
referred back to the Council for alteration and amendment, in 
accordance with the resolutions passed at the several meetings. 
The meeting was small ; but, as we anticipated, the botanists, 
having been snubbed on the last occasion, made an effort to 
avenge themselves, and succeeded in tacking on elementary 
botany (in addition to elementary chemistry and physics) to 
the proposed examination “in common preliminary education,” 
which is to form the sole portal of entrance to the profession. 
It will thus be seen that it is proposed to make this examina- 
tion of even wider scope than the present Matriculation Ex- 
amination of the University of London, at which large num- 
bers of youths fail every year; and we cannot but think it 
most unwise thus to clog the entry upon medical study with 
subjects seldom if ever taught in our ordinary schools. y 
being thus exalted, an attempt was made by its opponents to 
erase it and zoology from the ‘preliminary scientific exami- 
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nation,” on the plea that though ornamental, they were not | chiefly to post-mortem chan 


essential subjects of knowledge for the practitioner, and there- 
fore should not be demanded of every medica] student. 
Reference was made to the Report of the Sub-committee of 
Convocation of the University of London, with regard to the 
corresponding examination of that University, the require- 
ments of which have proved so burdensome as to interfere 
materially with the proper medical studies of ambitious under- 
graduates. Science was in the ascendant, however, and a 
majority was in favour of retaining chemistry, physics, botany, 
and zoology in their integrity, as tests for a student at the end 
of his first year of study. 

It may be remembered that it was carried at the last meet- 
ing that anatomy should be studied in the first year, and Mr. 
Bruce now made an unsuccessful attempt to do the same for 
physiology. It certainly seems remarkable that the very 
largest science the student has to master, the one without 
which all study of pathology must be in vain, should be sup- 
posed to be compressible into one year, whilst such a subject 
as botany is thought to require instruction at a preparatory 
school, and then a year of medical study for its mastery. Of 
course the usual reference was made to the uselessness of 
attending two courses of the same lectures ; but,as Mr. Heath 
pointed out, the lectures in the two years ought not to be the 
same, and it is only one instance of the inefficient working of 
our schools, that first and second, or second and third years’ 
students are expected to attend the same lectures. Lectures 
should be progressive ; and if one professor or lecturer cannot 
undertake the double course, two should be appointed. The 
motion was negatived, however, and the third examination, at 
the end of the second year, was made to include anatomy, 
physiology, and a knowledge of drugs, the last being sepa- 
rated from the therapeutics of the final examination, which 
includes, however, such trifling matters as ‘‘ pathology, 
forensic medicine, and the several departments of practice.” 

The rest of the report passed rapidly, and without aitera- 
tion, save that Dr. Sibson introduced a clause impressing the 
necessity for practical examinations in all subjects capable of 
demonstration, and particularly in bedside testing of a can- 
didate’s knowledge of medicine and surgery. We shall refer 
to the report again when it has undergone revision by the 
Council, and trust that it may receive some alterations as re- 
gards the curriculum before it is brought forward for legislative 
enforcement. 








THE CASE OF MR. POPPLEWELL. 
THE case against Mr. Thomas William Popplewell was satis- | 
factorily disposed of on Thursday, the 17th inst., at the 
Central Criminal Court. The medical evidence taken on this 
occasion is of scientific interest, and we are glad to be able to 
give it correctly. Some very absurd statements have crept 
into the newspapers, such as that the pericardium was injured 
by Mr. Popplewell in removing the adherent placenta—a feat 
which no ingenuity of clumsiness would make possible. Mr. 
Phillips, who made the post-mortem examination, and who 
seems to have given his evidence with perfect fairness, 
admitted that the injury of the pericardium occurred in making 
the post-mortem. The general facts of the case were shortly 
these: that Mr. Popplewell attended a Mrs. Clifford, and 
delivered her with forceps ; the placenta was adherent, and in 
attempting to remoye it, the whole uterus came away. This 
ig the more as Mr. Popplewell does not seem to 
have used much force—that is to say, he only used traction on 
the cord, and it is inconceivable that any traction which the 
cord conld bear would tear away the uterus, if it and the 
adjoining structures were in a healthy state. Without further 
comment, we subjoin an account of the principal medical 
evidence :— 
Mr. G. B pain, ips, who made the post-mortem examination 





tia of the heart and Great soltsess, ‘The latter he esoribed 





There was also softening of 
the liver, and a morbid condition of the uterus, the body of 
which was unusually thick. The uterus was removed from 
the body ; it had been entirely separated from the vagina by 
laceration, 

It was shown that the defendant, pulling on the cord with 
one hand, whilst pressing on the abdomen with the other to re- 
move the adherent placenta, found the uterus and placenta 
come away together. The uterus was not inverted. There- 
fore, he could not have seized the uterus itself. 

Dr. Barnes, having heard the evidence, was prepared to say 
that there was no proof of neglect or improper treatment. His 
opinion was that the degenerated tissues predisposed to lace- 
ration ; that, in all probability, a slight laceration took place 
when the child’s head was in the vagina, under the spon- 
taneous action of the uterus, as had happened in many in- 
stances ; that a laceration once begun would easily extend ; 
that such extension took place as the child’s head emer, 
from the vagina ; and that complete separation occurred from 
dragging on the cord to remove the placenta. It could 
not be sup that simple traction on the cord could tear 
away a healthy uterus. The cord had been tested, like a chain 
or rope, with weights, to determine what strain it would bear. 
It would only bear a few pounds. It often broke by the 
simple traction required to extract the placenta. It even re- 
quired great care not to break it. It was reasonable to infer 
that it would give way before the mother’s structures could be 
injured. With reference to the mode in which the ligaments 
of the uterus were ruptured, he stated that these had been 
known to be ruptured during inversion of the uterus. The 
defendant had = what was usual, and not more, and could 
not be held responsible for the rupture. 

After hearing Dr. Barnes's evidence, the learned judge (Mr. 
Baron Cleasby), without further evidence, directed the jury to 
consider their verdict. After a short consultation, they re- 
turned a@ unanimous verdict of ‘‘ Not guilty.” Three » Ba 
followed this announcement. 

Dr. Braxton Hicks, who was also in court, was, we under- 
stand, prepared to give evidence to the same effect, and arrived 
at the same view of the case as Dr, Barnes, quite independently. 

Many obstetric patients were in court to testify to the skill 
and kindness of Mr. Popplewell. 

We congratulate Mr, Popplewell on the termination of the 
case. It does not always happen that when a disagreeable 
case occurs to a medical man he can rely upon such a vindi- 
cation of his behaviour from skilled experts, and such a testi- 
mony to his general competency from grateful patients, as Mr. 
Popplewell has had the good fortune to experience. 





REPRESENTATION OF THE EDINBURGH AND ABER. 
DEEN UNIVERSITIES IN THE GENERAL 
MEDICAL COUNCIL. 


We directed attention some time ago to the fact that the 
term of Mr. Syme’s office as the representative in the Council 
of the above Universities had expired. We anticipated a diffi- 
culty which has occurred. The University of Aberdeen had 
cheerfully submitted for ten years to be represented by Mr. 
Syme, whose associations are of course chiefly with Edinburgh. 
But, not unnaturally, she felt, on the recurrence of the occasion 
for re-electing a representative, that the time for an Aber- 
donian selection had come. Accordingly, they selected John 
Macrobin, M.D., Professor of the Practice of Medicine in the 
University of Aberdeen, and Dean of the Medical Faculty ; 
while the University of Edinburgh re-elected its own distin- 
guished Professor of Clinical Surgery, Mr. Syme, In these 
circumstances, the Universities disagreeing, it devolved upon 
her Majesty, by and with the advice of her Privy Council, to 
decide ; and she has decided in favour of Dr. Macrobin. 

Under ordinary circumstances the whole profession would 
concur in this decision, and be glad that the University of 
Aberdeen has had her turn in nominating the representative 
of the joint Universities. But, considering that Prof. Syme 
was the chairman of the standing Committee of the Council on 
Education, appointed, on his motion, at the last meeting, that 
he is a clinical teacher of most exceptional experience and suc- 
cess, and that his speeches in the Council were models of 
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conciseness and practical wisdom, we can only extremely the public bedies that controlled the drains within the parlia- 
regret that in the coming discussions on the best modes of | mentary borough, whose quarrels and jealousies formed one 
medical education Professor Syme will be conspicuous by his of the chief obstacles to action. He held up the 
absence. prospect of repeated scarifications by Tux Lancer, and a pro- 
bable interference on the part of the new Sanitary Commis- 
THE ADMIRALTY, GREENWICH HOSPITAL, AND ITHE | sioners, both of which prophecies are likely to come true. He 
““ DREADNOUGHT.” | is no real friend to Brighton who wishes to smother up this 
We may predict, with some good prospect of success, that evil, and we trust that the Town Council will listen to the 
the changes now taking place in the constitution of the Board alderman’s advice before it is too late. 
of Admiralty will lead to some definite line of action with 
regard to Greenwich Hospital. It is well known that the ST. PANCRAS GUARDIANS. 
present First Lord is strongly in favour of utilising part of THE present board of guardians of St. Pancras is bidding 
that grand pile of buildings in the formation of a Naval {air to rival its predecessor in obtaining notoriety. Whilst on 
Medical School. The scheme was propounded by the Select the one hand it is expending the money of the ratepayers with 
Committee that sat some months ago, but had been discussed 4 profusion which is exciting a positive rebellion, it is on 
a long time previously in our pages. It is a matter of the other hand pursuing a system of petty tyranny and mean- 
congratulation that the present Government have placed ness towards its officers which, having the appearance of 
at the head of the Admiralty » man whose zeal and zeal and economy, is intended as a sop to the very angry rate- 
energy in the cause of administrative reform will so ably payers. 
assist the progress of naval medica! education. It is The total number of officers is only fifty, and the tyranny 
necessary, however, again to call attention to the fact exercised towards them has driven away in one year four 
that the navy cannot supply adequate clinical instruc- medical officers, twenty-four second-class officers, and fifteen 
tion for their medical students; that a good clinique is emi- | nurses. One of the medical officers is stated to have left be- 
nently necessary ; and that such a clinique should be able to cause he was insulted for having in all probability saved the 
furnish a cosmopolitan variety of diseases. It is hardly requi- life of an aged inmate, who had been ordered to be locked up 
site to reiterate that the decks of the Dreadnought Hospital jin a cold damp cellar when suffering from bronchitis, such con- 
Ship can alone supply these desiderata, and that the utilisation | finement being obviously dangerous to life. If the official had 
of such a field of instruction would of itsclf afford the Admi- | been permitted to exercise his will, and the man had died 
ralty a good and sufficient reason for housing the patients of there, can any reasonable person believe that an inquest would 
the Seamen’s Hospital Society in Greenwich Hospital. It is have been held if it had been left to the guardians to determine 
the duty of those concerned to apprise Mr. Childers of the im- | whether it should be held or not? We hear also that it is in 
portance of such a step, and to point out to him how well in | contemplation to effect another piece of miserable economy, 
that way the interests of the navy would be served and pro- | and to place the 700 sick inmates in charge of two instead of 
moted, | three medical officers. It is not by such means that public 
| confidence will be raised as to the treatment of the sick in St. 
Pancras Workhouse, nor the necessity for inquests be lessened. 











SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION OF DISEASE. 


WE have much pleasure in calling attention to a communi- | 
cation we have received from the Director-General of the Army THE MAURITIUS 

Medical Department, to whose courtesy we are also indebted . = " , 
for having placed at our disposal the Reports furnished by | hela sees ty ys paps ~ gal yard eke a 
Dra, Cunningham and Lewis of their interviews with Pro- | subject of the late epidemic, which has t ing there for 
fessors Pettenkofer, De Bary, and Hallier. We are very glad | about three years, but which, we hope, al wthe «a “ 
to learn from Dr. Logan’s communication that ® is intended | eupest, will new "te ‘ F The usvtdiity eauned cr mm 
to institute an inquiry of an extensive and searching character | am fies oon Mee it ts ens eat tat Bm 
into the causes and conditions influencing the rise and progress | 1366, 4913 persons died rade Am ref i os ash dia 
of choleraic disease in India. We hope to commence the pub- | 0.0” cays. : . Bp ph degee 
lication of the papers forwarded to us by Dr. Logan as soon as 1868, 8343: making a total loss of upwards of 45,000 lives. 


: : : : The death-rate from other causes was also unusually high 
rr has prepared the illustrations which accompany during the same period. In 1867, 88 per 1000 of the popula- 


tion died of fever alone. We have not had time to go through 
BRIGHTON DRAINAGE. So repert Spares ae war nS mae Sere 
Ir is satisfactory to observe that there is some prospect of pa ota _ : tanti ~3 = 
the question of Brighton drainage being seriously brought end commen of the Gheanen Rae een oe ny 
under the notice of the town authorities. According to the 
Daily News, the few visitors who had arrived have departed MIDLAND COUNTIES IDIOT ASYLUM. 
after a brief stay, and have not been replaced by any new! Tuis institution, which commenced its career in December 
arrivals. The lodging-house keepers sit in their unlet apart- | last year by affording accommodation to a few inmates, now 
ments in solitary grandeur. The shares of the hotel com- | promises to assume much greater proportions. The need of 
panies are unsaleable, and the hacks of riding-masters are | some asylum for non-pauper idiots is so strongly felt that it is 
positively looking fat. The tempting articles in the shop | proposed to build a large institution for the five midland coun- 
windows are exposed in vain, because there are no buyers; | ties, capable of taking in some 200 inmates. At a meeting 
and even the German minstrels have decamped. Yes; it is at | held at Worcester on Saturday last this laudable movement 
length admitted by a Brighton alderman that our report was | was initiated and a subscription opened. The President, Lord 
true, and that, as he delicately expresses it, ‘‘a certain effluvia | Leigh, headed the list with 300 guineas, and many others fol- 
comes from the south which is very disagreeable on one of the | lowed with large donations. About £30,000 will be required 
most magnificent promenades in the world.” More and more | for the undertaking; and it is proposed to hold meetings, to 
houses are being connected with the public sewers, and, as we | raise the sum, in each of the five counties—namely, Worcester, 
pointed out, the evils of the present outfalls will be greatly | Warwick, Leicester, Salop, and Stafford—for which the asylum 
magnified when cesspools are all closed up and house drainage | is intended. The present small building is at Knowle, which 
is complete. The alderman advocated a conference between | will no doubt be the site of the larger institution. 
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| 
THE ROYAL SANITARY COMMISSION. | 
Tre recent change in the Ministry has somewhat altered 
the composition of the new Sanitary Commission on Public 
Health. Mr. Bruce and Mr. Ayrton, now in the Government, 
will not be able to take any active part in the work of the 
Commission, and it is indeed rumoured that Mr. Gathorne 
Hardy will take Mr. Brace’s place. Lord Northbrook also, 
being in the Cabinet, will not act as president. The first | 
meeting will be held early in the new year. Meanwhile, it is 
to be hoped that the Home Secretary will see the necessity of 
appointing a medical secretary to the Commission. It is not | 
yet known in what direction the inquiries of the Commission | 
will be made, and it is much to be regretted that some well- | 
devised scheme is not matured for the consideration of the | 
Commission by someone who has enjoyed the advantage of 
sanitary experience. 


MEDICAL SALARIES AT BERMONDSEY. 

Ir is very satisfactory to find that, after a long agitation, 
the guardians of Bermondsey have raised the salaries of | 
their medical officers from £100 to £150 a year, and that | 
the increase has received the sanction of the Poor-law Board. 
This is an act less of liberality than simple justice. The | 
duties of the medical officers have increased fully 50 per cent. 
since they were appointed ; and as they attend over 2000 cases 
per annum each, and find nearly all the drugs, the remunera- | 
tion is still by no means great. We should have yet greater | 
satisfaction in stating that the guardians had resolved to re- 
place the present very unsatisfactory arrangements by the dis- 
pensary system. 

MR. GOSCHEN AND POOR-LAW REFORM. 

WE hail with the greatest satisfaction the declaration of the 
President of the Poor-law Board, that he had reason to hope 
that important changes, both legislative and administrative, 
might be effected in the Poor Law. We only trust he will 
remember that not one step can be usefully taken in this 
direction unless he first reforms his own department. 

Tue case of Hardwicke v. Diplock came before Mr. Justice 
Blackburn, at Chambers, on Saturday last, on an application 
on the part of Dr. Hardwicke to strike out the defendant's re- | 
joinder, which was a repetition of the defence set up by him | 
previously, that the sheriff had declared him duly elected | 
Coroner for West Middlesex, and that he was therefore duly | 


| 








elected, The Judge made an order striking out the rejoinder. | 





We understand that the attention of the Home Secretary 
has been specially called to the particulars of some of the out- 
breaks of typhoid fever, which Dr. Thorne has recently been 
investigating as regards their origin, on the part of the Privy 
Council, with the view to the enforcement of needed improve- 
ments, by which the pollution of air and water in infected 
places may be checked, and if possible prevented from re- 
curring in the future. It is quite time that the Home Secre- 
tary moved in the matter. Typhoid has been prevalent here, 
there, and everywhere in England during the year, and yet 
the authorities look on with indifference. 


TueE committee of the Leeds Public Dispensary, acting under 
the advice of their honorary medical staff, have set an example 
to which we wish to draw the attention of the managers of 
similar public institutions. They have made a considerable 
addition to the salary of their chief resident medical otficer, 
who will in future receive for the first year £150, and subse- 
quently £200 per annum, with board and residence, The in- 
crease of stipend shows a commendable recognition of the value 
of the services of a hard-worked section of our professional 
brethren, will do something to lessen the depressing influence 





of days and weeks spent in fighting against disease under the 
most unfavourable circumstances, and will do much towards 
securing the services of those young men who, as students, 


_ have given promise of ability. 





Tue guardians of the Highworth and Swindon Union have 
adopted a scheme for supplying wine and spirits which may 
be prescribed by the medical officers for the sick poor, direct 
from stores to be kept at the union, instead of (as now) by 
order on the nearest public-house. This plan, if properly 
worked, will be much more economical than the old system, 
and the poor will have the advantage of genuine, instead of 
probably adulterated, stimulants. 

THE Atheneum reminds us that death has just removed 
the discoverer of ferrocyanic acid from amongst us, in the 
person of the late Mr. Robert Porrett, F.R.S. His perilous 


| investigation of the explosive chloride of nitrogen, and his 


studies on ferrocyanic acid, were recorded in the Transactions 


| of the Royal Society many years ago. 





THe sum distributed at the last monthly meeting of the 
committee of the Medical Benevolent Fund was £90 among 
twelve applicants, one of whom was a surgeon, aged eighty- 
four, who received £10 ; another a widow, recently left with 
eight children quite destitute, to whom £20 was voted. 





At a meeting of the College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, held 
on the 19th inst., the opinion of Mr. Clarke, advocate, in 
regard to the operation of the Pharmacy Act was read,—to 
the effect that the Act assumes that the members of the Col- 
lege and its licentiates are legally qualified apothecaries within 
the meaning of the Pharmacy Act ; and that they are entitled 
to keep open shop and to dispense by virtue of their diploma, 
which authorises the holder to ‘‘exercise the office of a phar- 
maceutist.” It would be satisfactory to have this opinion 
officially confirmed. 





Ar a Congregation held at Cambridge on Thursday, the 
10th inst., the degree of M.D. was conferred on Dr. Thomas 
Trollope, of St. Leonard’s-on-Sea, and Dr. Clifford Allbutt, 
of Leeds; and at the same time and place that of M.B. was 
conferred upon Mr. Gedge. 


Tue Court of Appeal has granted an injunction, applied for 
by the Local Board of Health of Edmonton, against the Com- 


| mittee of Management of the Colney Hatch Asylum to re- 


strain them from permitting the sewage from the Asylum to 
pass into a water-course, so as to cause a nuisance injurious 
to health. 


Tue Governors of Emanuel Hospital, Westminster, have 
been unsuccessful in their endeavours to upset, in a Court of 
Equity, an award which had been made to them of £10,457, 
in compensation for land taken by the Metropolitan District 
Railway Company. The Governors had claimed £24,600. 





WE are glad to see an official announcement in Tuesday's 
Gazette that Dr. Joseph Fayrer, Surgeon, Bengal Establish- 
ment, Professor of Surgery in the Medical College, and ex- 
officio First Surgeon of the College Hospital, Calcutta, has 
been made a Companion of the Most Exalted Order of the 
Star of India. 


Tue Council of the Chemical Society has resolved to apply 
annually a sum not exceeding £50 as a grant fund in aid of 
scientific investigation. 





THE Western Morning News the sudden death at 


Exeter, last week, from heart disease, of Dr. Lempriere Dela- 
garde. The deceased gentleman was only lately elected sur- 
geon to the West of England Eye Infirmary. 
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THE “STANDARD” UPON SCIENCE. 





Our respected contemporary, the Standard newspaper, is 
suddenly placed in the position of a middle-aged tradesman 
who retires from business, who purchases an estate in the 
country, and who cannot restrain an occasional outburst of 
petulance at the remarks made by his new neighbours upon 
his blunders among the turnips and at the cover side. To 
head the fox that is about to break, or to point his loaded gun 
at his fellow-sportsmen, seems to him to be a very venial error 
in a person of his consequence ; and he cannot understand why 
either should call forth condemnation from others, or how, in- 
deed, others should presume to condemn him at all. By 
reason of the collapse of the Tory Ministry, and of the pretty 
strongly expressed opinion of the country about them and 
their doings, the Standard, if indeed it cannot be credited 
with having ‘‘retired” from the ‘‘ public line,” has at least 
witnessed the departure of its proper business to the house 
over the way. Having apparently realised a competence, it 
now seeks to beguile the tedium of its unwelcome leisure by 
new pursuits, and aspires to enter upon them on terms of 
equality with those to whom they have been familiar for 
years. Asa first effort, the Standard has taken to ‘‘ Science,” 
and its idea of ** Science” was to report, for the delectation of 
families and railway travellers, a singularly crude and incon- 
sequent essay that was read before the Medical Society of 
London. In response to our perfectly just and necessary ob- 
servation, that matters proper to be brought before the Medical 
Society were not proper for discussion in a general newspaper, 
the Standard has flown into a rage, oi which the impotence is 
only equalled by the absurdity. It devotes about a column 
and a half to the angry assertion of its claims to enlighten 
the world upon matters medical, and to denunciations of our 
immodesty in presuming to doubt its perfect wisdom. In 
support of its claims, however, only one argument is advanced 
—namely, ‘‘ that the most ignorant boor in any out-of-the-way 
rural village could certainly understand, and contribute his 
quota of local knowledge as to, the prevalence or non-prevalence 
of any particular ailment in his own particular locality.” Now, 
to argue from the powers of the ignorant boor to those of the 
Standard, is doubtless, as far as it goes, a piece of perfect 
reasoning ; but in this particular case it does not go far enough 
to reach the desired conclusion. The question is about the 
geographical prevalence of cancer. How are the boor and the 
Standard to get at their facts? Who shall decide about the 
presence of cancer’ If the Standard, will it favour us by 
taking a preliminary step, and by giving to the world a defi- 
nition of the disease ? 

But, altogether apart trom matters medical, the Standard, 
in the same article, claims to be ‘‘ the d source of informa- 
tion to the world ;’ and adds, ‘that no science, that is know- 
ledge, can be perfected that is not publicly understandable 
and publicly understood.” This seems to us a little ambiguous, 


not to say inelegant; and we are not quite sure whether the 
second ‘‘that” is intended to be a pronoun or a conjunction. 
But there is certainly an implied conception of ‘‘ science” 
which brings to our minds a parallel conception of ‘‘ edication.” 
A not very thriving grocer, living in a little country town, 
and with whom we were lately brought into accidental contact, 
confided to ms his fixed regolye to give all his children ‘ta 
fust-rate edication.” We commended him greatly; but, on 
hearing that his quiver was well filled, expressed fear that the 
resolve would entail a large expenditure. He thought other- 
wise. We hoped that he might be right, coal inquired 
what branches of knowledge were comprised within his 
scheme. ‘* Well,” he said, *‘I’ll have all of ’em t to 
read.” We assured him that he would thus be laying a good 
foundation, and we inquired whether there would be a super- 
structure? ‘* Yes,” was the answer; “I'll have all of ’em 
taught to me We still approved, and still questioned. 
“Oh yes! I'll have all of ‘em to cipher!” “ Anything 
more ?” we asked. ‘* More!” led ti j 
puzzled, ‘‘/ didn’t know as there’ was 
Stee, 


more as 








could be taught’ The Standard seems to us to have fathomed 
the depths of science much as the grocer had fathomed 
the depths of learning. It is commonly believed, and as an 
abstract pees the Standard would propably admit, that 
some of the more active Fellows of the Royal Society are en- 
gaged, if not in perfecting science, at least in advancing it 
towards perfection. We wish the writer whom we criticise 
would test the ‘‘ understandableness ” of their work, by trying 
to read aloud a of the ‘‘ Philosophical Transactions.” 

We are bound to admit, however, that the tempest raised by 
our contemporary has produced one excellent result, in that it 
has occasioned the revelation of a fact which must otherwise 
have remained unknown, because not discoverable by unaided 
human efforts. This is, that the Standard possesses a “‘ scien- 
titic correspondent,” We should ourselves, however, prefer to 
describe the gentleman as one who corresponds about science. 
We venture, in all humbleness, to counsel him to avoid, for 
the future, things that are too high for him. He need not 
long be silent. Showers of fi doubtless impend, and 
gigantic gooseberries will soon be here. The lambing season 
is often fruitful of prodigies. If we may judge of the attain- 
ments of the scientific correspondent by his appreciation of 
the paper to which we refer, and of our remarks upon it, we 
cannot but feel that his genius will find its most fitting scope 
in the observation and description of the natural phenomena 
that we have thus briefly indicated. 





BROMIDE OF POTASSIUM IN THE NURSERY. 
To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 

Sir,—I can corroborate the opinion of Mr. Moutard- Martin, 
referred to in the last number of Tnx Lancet, as to the 
efficacy of “‘ bromide of potassium in the nursery,” by the case 
of a child recently under my care. 

A little girl, aged eighteen months, the daughter of a clergy- 
man, had ad from birth very restless at night, and this had 
increased so much of late that the nurse had been discovered 
giving chloroform to the child clandestinely, to ensure for her- 
self a quiet night. 

Not having before administered the bromide to one so 
young, I told the father the nature and effects of the remedy, 
and begged him to note the result. I gave it in doses of five 
grains at bedtime, to be repeated in two or four hours if 
necessary. 

The effect was very marked from the first, and after taking 
it nightly for ten days, and then on alternate nights for another 
ten days, it was no longer required, and the child has had 
good nights’ rest from that time, now five weeks ago. 

There was no dentition or other ailment at the time to 
account for the increased wakefulness, but simply an abnormal 


irritability of the nervous system, such as I had seen relieved 
in adults by the same means. Iam, yours, &c., 
Gillingham, Dorset, Dee, 17th, 1968. . J. Mires, M.D. 











Rledical Hews, 
Apornecarizs’ Hatt. — The following gentlemen 
passed their examination in the Science and Practice of Medi- 


cine, and received certificates to practise, on Dec. 17th :— 


Boalth, William Bove, Millman-street, W.C. 
Greene, Walter, e-sur-Mer. 

Hall, Francis de Havilland, Tottenham. 
Holde William Brown, Windsor. 
Parliament-street, S W. 


Yoore, Joseph, 
ialls, Edmund, 
The following gentlemen also on the same day passed their 
first examination :— 


: tal; T. H. ’ - 

Boeck UE Bevis ett, Bn Be 

As Assistants in Compounding and Dispensing Medicines :— 
H. B. Ellis, Bideford, Devon ; J. G. Jones, Newington, 8. 

CampripcE University: Naturat Sciences Tripos. 
—Examiners: Osmond Fisher, M.A., Jesus 3 George 
Henslow, M.A., Christ’s College ; Philip Thomas , M.A., 
St. John’s College; J. B. , M.B., Downing College 


Down Ds. Holditch Wn St. John’s) 
Pe EES Catherine ; Monckton Calas hq 
Cory, Roe, Downing 














Tus Laxoxt,} 


Tue President and Fellows of St John’s College, | 
Oxford, have elected Mr. Fletcher John Woodhouse (son of 
Dr. Woodhouse, of Hertford), commoner of that College, to a 
scholarship on the Carherd foundation. The scholarship is of 
the annual value of £90, and is tenable for four years. 


Tue Fowey Hospital has been so successful 
during its eight years’ existence that it is now in contempla- 
tion to erect a suitable building, | at a cost of about £300, an 
eligible site having been promised 


A sertes of concerts is eine given at the Store-street 
Music Hall, the proceeds of which devoted to pro- 
riding af fifty free in the new building of the Great Northern 


In addition to other generous donations, the widow and 
family of the late Baron James de Rothschild have sent 
50,000 francs to the hospitals of Paris. 

Proressor Skopa.—The “ Allg. Med. Central Zeit.,” 
of the 19th inst., states that this eminent physician is dan- 
gerously ill. 





os 


@bituary. 


EYERARD AUGUSTUS BRANDE, 

WE have to record the death of, we helieve, the Father of 
the Medical Profession—Mr. Everard Augustus Brande—at the 
age of ninety-three. His father accompanied Queen Charlotte 
from Germany in 1761, and was for many years Apothecary to 
the King and Queen and the Royal Household. Mr. E. A. 
Brande was the elder brother of the well-known Professor of 
Chemistry ao long the colleague of Faraday at the Royal In- 
stitution. He became a pupil at St. George’s Hospital in 
1795, to which institution he was for many years attached as 





one of the Visiting Apothegaries, He succeeded to yee father's 
practice (now mua by Psp. hv ee 

street), and wee peri one of the leading 

caries at the W. est- | Mir. Brande, 


ps, 

fashion in his day with those who 
not join the College of Su bo h Bey po: of 
houeur and trust in the as an kx- 
aminer, Warder, Master, and naw we believe, a Member of 
oh anes oS dapitiante, (ne of his old friends and es 
r. as my hy Ay 0 t. George’s 08- 
ee Piet all the omebe to thas 
He joined the College of Surgeons in 1801, 80 can- 
not be far off ninety, and we believe will now succeed Mr. 


Brande as Father of the Profession. a oe retired from 
practice many more one a 
who succeeded Tin ie old-established practice before 


him. He Ty honoured and respected by all who had the 
plessace af hie uaintance. He leaves no children to in- 
the property he possessed in Berkshire and elsewhere. 


Go Go Correspondents 


Usion Mxprcart Orricers anp “ Lavisn” Saranzes. 
Tux Guildford guardians have bad under consideration an lication 
Messrs. Taylor and Schollick, the medical officers of the 
district, for ap increase of salary; and although etek ay sed ve: 
to investigate the matter recommended an increase of £20 in each instance, 
80 a8 to bring the ayerage payment per case up to Se, 6d. and 3. Sd., the 
Board, by a majority of more tban ¢ to 1, declined to grant the additional 
pay. A statement of one of the “the j 
some of the medical officers over-paid, and that one of them w 








hen ap- 
pointed had a lavish salary,” will be appreciated at its full value when we 
say that the highest salary paid to any one of the eight medical officers of 
the entire union does not exceed £90 per year, the fortupate possessor of 
that magnificent stipend having in e a population (iv 1861) of 6277 
persous, spread over 10,260 acres of ground. Who would not be a union 
medical officer ? 
Mr. J. W. Hills.—Doctor of Philosopby, ag 8 rule, is an honorary degree con 

Saved ty gome Daiegaty susp 0 map Getammatel te onan Ir ae 


* nt cud recone teat chare hic 


should have been a guinea. The 
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Txezzyxtit Prormio. 

NotwitustaspinG the scanty space that the demands of the last week of 
the year leave at our digposa], we cannot refrain from a word of congratu- 
lation to a distinguished member of our profession, Mr. Seymour Haden, 
upon the success achieved by his son at Wes'minster School. His delivery 
of the prologue with faultless elocution, and his performance of Demipho 
in the best of the plays of Terence, will be long remembered by those who 
heard and saw them, and among this number we had the good fortune to 
be included. We trust that the youthful Captain of Westminster will gain 
fresh lourele at bis Upiversity, and that be will {cllow the bright example 
of bis father’s honourable career. 

* A/pha.—A practi'ioner, strictly speaking, probably breaks the law by using a 
title pot ip accordance with bis qualification. In the words of the 40th 
clause of the Medical Act, he thus “talsely implies” that he is registered 
in a capacity in which he cannot be registered. As a maiter of fact, a great 
number of respectable practitioners possessing only the qualification of the 
College of Surgeons, which, until this year, has implied »o knowledge of 
medicine, do practise medically. At the same time their practice is not 
recognised legally, and remuneration for it cannot be enforced in a court. 


CompuLsory Arrenpayce on Lucturxs. 
To the Eastor of Tux Lancet. 


Six,—The above subject seems to have affected in a remarkable degree ie 
equanimity of one man at Charing-cross Hospital, inasmuch os we find 
4. K. Kidd, under the apparent delusion of wounded pride, rushing into print 
with the following important announcement :—“ Sir, I am authorised by my 
tellow-students of Charing-cross Hospital to deny emphatically any eun- 
nexion with the writers o! the jetter concerning compulsory at'endence on 
lectures.” As a matriculated student of Chari g-cros» Hospital, | bee to say 
that, as ‘ar os I am concerned, this announcement is (mildly speaking), gra- 
(uitous assumption Any mind of average breadth and balance might have 
cues Ten the letter iv question that the expressed aim of the writers 
was “to get rid of upjust and unfair conditions of study, and to bring about 
9n improved state of things in reference to this matier”—viz., “ compulsory” 
a Fan oes upon lectures. To submit an important medical question to fair 
¢ 
é 





n aod criticism ip a medical journal is ail the writers appear to have 
jerired—a step that would undoub ty to the sound sense of 
the potiic im general, ond to thei ion in particular. 

merits fag pnd question, sccording | to ie. han, are summed up in one 
word This further favours us with the 
opinion + the sepior students” and most of “the juni.r” students of 
aripg-cross gota, by stating that they “refused to bave an) thing 'o do 
with the matier.” “ the men” who “signed,” and who was a student 
of Charing-cross Hospital, Mr. Kidd brands with the word “audacity.” 
“ Another man” Mr. Kidd goes on to refer to as the “ originator of the affair,” 
er with ebaracteristic of intellect, discovers a striking likeness 
between him and a “monk Mr. Kidd brings a singularly terse and 
he | ele letter to a happy cone nsion by seying something about “a cat” and 
qemets” 8 whieb it is scarcely worth my — te go into. 
bebalt of medical students g 1 think I may venture to claim a 
larger share of sound eons and independence of thought than would seem to 
ee assigned to them by theix quai-champion, Mr. Kidd. Of their competency 
judge of the merits of * *compulsory” lectures 1 bave no doubt; and in 
Dg expression to apy opinions they may hold, ] am quite sure they will 
fee to the subject, and not, like Mr. Kidd, iv duige in farrago and 
l enclose my card. 1 am, Sir, yours, &c., 
December 21st, 1888. A Srvperr. 


edly 
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Cirencester.—The Act of Parliament distipetly stater that a men may recover 
according to his qualifications. The question whether a M.B.C.S. can re- 
cover for medicines bas not beep satisfactorily settled. We believe some 
judges decide in favour of reasonable charges, be it for visits or mecicines, 
by one who is regisiered; bat it would seem that a surgical qualification 
only does not legally eptitie a man to recover for medicines. The fact 
that a large number of surgeons practise medicine is, we apprehend, beside 
the question. It does not necessarily prove that they could recover in a 
court of law. 

List or Supscarprions ros Mas. Jumer. 
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BonB-SETTERS. 

A Northern Subscriber describes a case in which a member of the fraternity 
of bone-setters, so common in remote country districts, had removed the 
splints and bandages from a patient’s fractured thigh on the ninth day, 
and had the assurance to declare that no fracture existed, and that the 
treatment of two qualitied practitioners was wrong. Our correspondent 
naturally wishes to be protected, and to protect his patients, from inter- 
ference of this sort, and asks whether no legal remedy exists to prevent 
these quacks from pursuing their avocations; and if not, whether it 
should not be included in an amended Medical Act? One thing is clear: if 
there were the symptoms of fracture described, shortening of the limb and 
lameness wil! probably result, and the patient will have himself to thank.,.| 
The misfortune, however, is that patients do not in such cases prosecute | 
the bone-setter, although they would assuredly do so if a similar result 
followed the treat t of a regularly qualified man. 

Dume Weis ror Virtace Draaer. 

Lieut.-Col. Shakespear writes to us, suggesting that for the disposal of the 
“ slop-water” of villages where the quantity is so small as to be insufficient 
for irrigation, covered wells, a few feet deep, might be provided at a distance 
of 50 to 100 yards from the dwellings, and into these wells the liquid might 
be allowed to run, thence to percolate into the soil, the silt being cleared 
out periodically. We do not say the plan might not be adopted under very 
special cir tances; but its applicability would entirely depend on the 
nature of the “slop-water” (a rather vague expression), upon the character 
of the subsoil, and upon the general conformation of the district. And at 
best we should regard it as an unsatisfactory solution of the sewage diffi- 
culty in villages. 








“Losmve Capps.” 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 


S12,—Onr attention has been called to an annotation with the above title, 
contained in your impression of the 12th inst., in which Sw comment upon 
the damage to health involved in the process of — ing playing-cards. 
As your remarks are, to a ble extent, founded in error, and have a 
tendency to occasion unnecessary alarm in the public mind. you will perhaps 
aliow us, as manufacturers, largely in the 7 of playing- 
cards, an opportunity of reply. 

In the first place, no lead in any form is used in the ane of playing- 
cards, either at the back or the front; and the smooth surface, so muc 








siderated, is obtained by the use of materials Ss no way erions 
to health. The young persons, therefore, engaged in the 
ing-cards de are apy free from = Viability to those painful sym of 
poisoning in your article, and we venture to assert their 


state of health is quite on a par with that enjoyed by any equal num- 
of persons of the same class in society. In making use of the green 
colour, which you rightly remark — as being deleterious in its nature, we 


recautions n weno any Bey results to the 
as the quantity of pis play > oe in this particular 
shade of green bears only a very small proportion to the entire number 
manufactured, there is, we venture to say, no ground for the assertion that 
the enameling of ——_ is an occupation inimical to health, 
~¥ a most obedient servants, 
Bunhill-row, EC. Dee. 1 Tos. Ds 1a Ruz anv Co, 

*,* We willingly insert Pe cas of Messrs. De la Rue and Co., and shall 
take an early opportunity of returning to the consideration of this import- 
ant subject. 

Inpant Mortatiry. 

Mas. Barwss has been trying to shame the Manchester folk on account of the 
excessive infant mortality which exists amongst them, in a paper which she 
read before the Statistical Society of that place a few evenings since. The 
authoress especially urges that more should be tuught in regard to the 
domestic and dietetic treatment of infants in the nursery, and advocates 
the establishment of “day nurseries,” to be countenanced and controlled 
by the Poor-law Board. We cannot but let a shudder escape us at the idea of 
tke Poor-law Board, in its great humanity, taking charge of defenceless 
little children. Mrs. Baines called upon the Manchester people to exert 
themelves in preventing the present disastrous loss of life amongst infants 
in their town. 

Nrrrovs Oxrpr Gas. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
hy brief report in your journal of Dec, 12th, in reference to my ex- 
nm of the physiological action of nitrous oxide at the Odontological 

Bociety J likely to lead to an erroneous opinion as to the conclusion at which 

Mr. Sewill and I have arrived on this subject from our experiments upon the 

lower aha We do not deny that nitrous oxide anwsthetic pro- 

perties, but state that the phenomena displayed du its administration are 
those of apnea, The respiratory and circulatory symptoms in asphyxiation 
produced by the inhalation of a gas — is not of an irritating nature ob- 
viously differ from those in — by mechanical obstruction 
to respiration or by inhalation o: carbonie acid, 
Yours faithfully, 
Wimpole-street, December 17th, 1868. A. T. Norton. 


Enquirens.—Our correspondent asks questions which no one can possibly 
answer with any approach to certainty. That education by parents has the 
chief influence in forming right-handed or left-handed habits is evident; 
but it is by no means certain that tendencies to the one or the other habit 
may not be inherited. There certainly is no known physiological reason 
rendering the predominance of “ dexterism” a necessary thing. 

B. D—Mr. Turner, 63, Great Russell-street, opposite the British Museum, 
W.C. 

Iw consequence of the great amount of space occupied by the Summary of 
the year and the Index, we are obliged to postpone the publication of 
several important papers, letters, answers to correspondents, acknow- 
ledgments, &c., until next week. 








Medical Piary of the THeek. 


Monday, Dec. 28. 


Sr. Mazx’s Hosrrrat.—Operations, 9 a.x. and 14 P.m. 
Roya. Lonpon UrutHatmic Hospitat, M ps.—Operati 
Murzoronitan Faex Hosrrtat. 2 rm. 


Tuesday, Dec. 29. 


Roya Lorpon OrutHatmic Hosrrtat, Moorrrsips.—Operations, 103 4.x. 
Guy's Hosrrra. ons, 14 P.M. 
Waserminstsr Hosritar. 
Natrona Onrnorapic Hosritat. 
Roya Iystrrvtion.—3 p.x. Prof. 
Carbon.” (Juvenile Lectures.) 





» 104 a.m, 


P.M. 


2 Pu. 
On the Chemical Changes of 


Wednesday, Dec. 30. 


Royat Lonpow Orutaataic Hosprtan, + [creed eeee 10} a.m 

Mrppiessx Hosrrtan. ns, 1 P. 

St. BaRTHOLOMEW'S Reaniven—Onenstions, 

Sr. Taomas’s Hosrrtat.—Operations, 14 v.. 

Many’s Hosrrrar.—Operations, 1} P.x. 

eee a — TAL. mies 
Niversity Cottses Hosprtar.—Opera’ 2 Pm, 

Lowpon HosrrraL.—Operations, 2 p.m. 

Oruraatuic Hosritat, Sourawaxk.—Operations, 2 P.m, 


Thursday, Dec. 31. 


Roya. Lonpon OrarHaLuic ey - —1reomatiememaeeas 10} 2.™. 
= Goren’ rane . 
NivERsITy COLLEGE oarttat.—-Operaioas PM. 
Wust Lonvon Hosrrray.—Operations, 2 
— py eee cent epee . 
RNTRAL Lowpow OPHTHALMIC ¢ Hours. “Oper PM. 
Roya. Iystitution.—3 P.x. tbe Chemical Changes of 
Carbon.” (Juvenile Lectures.) 


1} Pm, 


Friday, Jan. 1. 


Rovat Lowpon Oruraatauic Hosritat, M —Operati 
Westminster OrputHaLmic Hosprra,.—Operations, 1¢ “ya 
Cuytrat Lonpow Ornruatmio Hosrrtar.—Operations, 2 





, 104 a.m, 


Saturday, Jan. 2. 


Sr. Txomas’s Hosprrat.—Operations, 9} a. 

Roya Lowpoy OrarHatuic Hospit . Mooasratpe,—Operations, 10} a.m. 
P.M, 

1 Pm. 

Kine's Cotizex Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1} p.m. 

(martne-cross HosprraL.—Operations, 2 PM. 

Roya Lystrrvtioy.—3 ¥.m. Prof. Odling, “On the Chemical Changes of 
Carbon.” (Juvenilo Lectures.) 
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Bridgwater Infrmary, 558 

Bridlington Dispensary, 299 

Brighton, the guardians of, 325; proposed hospital 
in, 327; the drainage of, 382, 423, 455, 402, 778, 
836; sanitary state of, 789; Sanitary Association, 
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Buzzard, Dr. T., how an outbreak of typhoid was 
produced, 597 

















c 


Cwsarean section by a curate, the, 391 

Calabar bean, treatment of tetanus by, 480, 567 

Caleu' ta, the sewage o!, 258; a sma!!-pox hospital 
at, 327; health of, 486 

California, medicine in, 492 
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in which laryngitis followed the administration 
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Cam, improvement of the, 
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Cancer; open, relief of pain tu, 185; of the tongue, 
696. of the femur, primary, 801 
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